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Abstract 
 
The 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro resulted in the establishment of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biodiversity, and 
Agenda 21. Yet, twenty years later, the planet is confronted with unprecedented 
ecological and socio-economic crises. The Conference on Sustainable Development in 
Rio in 2012 must come to the realisation that the attainment of sustainable development 
goals is increasingly imperiled in the current period of heightened economic 
globalisation. Top of the agenda is the development of the so-called ‘green economy’ as 
a solution to the problems of escalating environmental destruction and poverty. 
However, many issues arise that are reflective of the tensions and perceived trade-offs 
between ecological sustainability and economic growth. 
 
This workshop is aimed at providing a space to learn, share, and exchange analyses 
and perspectives as they pertain to experiences with the ‘green growth’ model. 
Examining the issue with a critical lens would contribute to sharpening the position of 
CSOs in the run-up to Busan where genuine development effectiveness is a priority of 
the agenda. 
 
 
 
Key presentation items 
 

The first presentation was devoted to the historical context and challenges of the 
summit on sustainable development that will take place next year (2012) in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.  
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Mr Anselmo Lee underlined that among the challenges of the Rio+20 is the 
fragmentation of civil society. Instead, he said, it is necessary to develop a so called 
“rainbow coalition” in order to overcome this fragmentation.  

 
Mr Lee also addressed the concept of “green growth and green economy” saying that 

there is a risk that they are used for “greenwashing” because of the lack of critical 
reflection. Another challenge of the coming summit and the source of the speculation 
according to him is the possible outcome of the meeting in Brazil: whether it is “Rio+20,” 
“Rio-20,” or even “Rio0” (zero).  

 
There are also numerous political aspects of the Rio+20 preparations that Mr Lee 

mentioned. One of them is the debates on whether the green economy should or should 
not be included in the agenda, and also a lack of consensus on the creation of a 
worldwide institution in sustainable development.  

 
At the same time, the summit in Rio, according to Mr Anselmo Lee, is a great 

opportunity to reevaluate the outcome of previous meetings and concepts (such as 
MDGs) and to change the global paradigm.  

 
The second presenter, Ms Laura Martin, described the concept of green economy 

that appeared during the global economic crisis in 2007 as a way to change economic 
systems and overcome the crisis. She underlined that some governments use the “green 
economy” not as change of the paradigm but only as a way to reach economic growth.  

 
According to Ms Martin, green economy offers a more practical and concrete 

approach, placing a focus on national policies whose significance has grown in the 
context of the Copenhagen failure.  

 
Ms Martin criticized the NGOs for their lack of mobilization. She said that there is no 

necessary pressure over the governments and the greatest risk is that nothing will 
happen after Rio+20. “We are doing badly our job towards Rio+20. … We as civil society 
are behind the schedule,” she said. Although, she recognized that there should be 
practical not abstract ideas for the mobilization of people.  

 
Finally, Mr Gilbert Sape also addressed the challenges of Rio+20. “Sustainable 

development has lost its meaning,” he said. The meeting in Rio presents an opportunity 
to bring it back to the table and to think about the way the world is developing.  

 
He mentioned some more challenges of the Rio+20, such as the possibility that at the 

meeting another non-binding document will be approved. He also appealed to avoid 
what he called “false solutions.”  

 
Mr Sape also mentioned some problems with accreditation for small NGOs that want 

to take part in big international meetings, and said that the same can happen next year 
with the summit in Rio.  
 
Were diversity, equality or gender issues raised or tackled?   
 
 Yes: They were mentioned in the context of sustainable development and 

environmental activities.  
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Check the categories of results that apply for this session and give examples.   
 
 Information on best practices 
 Dissemination of participatory methodologies: Speakers were talking about the lack 

of mobilization within civil society. One of them discussed the implementation of 
concrete practical ideas instead of abstract one. 

 Strengthening and developing of collaborations 
 Dissemination of Canadian civil society expertise 
 Concrete follow-up for development outputs 
 
 
Questions from the audience and answers (summary) 
 

There was active discussion of several contradictory points. A participant from 
China paid attention to the difference between green growth, which he called 
“greenwashing,” and a green economy that is based on concrete proposals.  

 
A participant from Africa focused on the effectiveness of the alternatives that are 

promoted to fight climate change. She mentioned one African supermarket that started 
to use paper bags instead of plastic ones, but paper bags were extremely ineffective 
when people made a lot of purchases: paper was torn before people left the 
supermarket.  

 
Another participant, from India, articulated the importance of R2D (right to 

development) which is neglected nowadays.  
 
Several representatives of different UN structures answered to the critique of the 

accreditation process for small NGOs and invited these NGOs to continue the dialogue.  
 
A representative of Greenpeace Mediterranean said that Rio+20 would be an 

excellent time to make governments accountable. He said that it could be done not only 
by those NGOs that would be inside the meeting, but also by those who would be 
outside through the use of alliances.  

 
 
Key lessons of the session 
 

1. NGOs should make efforts in order to make Rio+20 effective: use the 
opportunities and overcome challenges. 

2. Civil society should mobilize people and should mobilize itself and create 
pressure on governments.  

3. Green economy should not be turned into greenwashing.  
 
 
Contact person  
 
Krister Holm - kholm@ibon.org 


