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Rio+20 – THE BASICS    
 
What is Rio+20?    
 
Rio+20, or the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (UNCSD), is a major 
meeting of world leaders and representatives of 
government, civil society and the private sector taking 
place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 20 to 22 June 
2012. Rio+20 has two key themes: (i) the green 
economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication; and (ii) the institutional 
framework for sustainable development.  
 
Rio+20 is so named because it comes 20 years after the historic Earth Summit, also 
held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Among the many achievements of this Summit was 
the finalisation of Agenda 21, a comprehensive action plan on sustainable 
development and protection of the environment.  
 
Who organises Rio+20? 
 
Rio+20 is organised by various agencies of the UN. There is a Secretariat 
responsible for coordinating input from all UN bodies and this Secretariat is housed in 
the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). 
 
 What is the purpose of Rio+20?  
 
The specific purpose of Rio+20 is to renew political commitments from governments 
and come up with a global consensus to address common challenges facing 
humanity in the social, economic and environmental spheres. The conference will 
address gaps in the implementation of the outcomes from the last two sustainable 
development conferences organised in Rio in 1992 and in Johannesburg in 2002. It 
will also address new and emerging threats to development such as food insecurity, 
environmental degradation, economic crises and faulty resource allocation.  
 
What is the Zero Draft document? 
 
The Zero Draft is a document that forms the basis of the negotiations leading up to 
the final outcome document for Rio+20. Contributions from multiple stakeholders are 
collected, analysed and assembled to compile the Zero Draft. Civil society 
organisations (CSOs) were invited to submit language they wanted to see in the Zero 
Draft in November 2011 and after thousands of submissions were reviewed and 
compiled the first version of the Zero Draft was made public in January 2012. This 
draft will serve as the basis for the negotiations between governments and 
stakeholders and will be modified many times before being turned into the proposed 
outcome document for Rio+20.  
 
NGOs are invited to submit written comments and recommendations on each section 
of the Zero Draft at meetings where governments come together to negotiate the 
language in the document.  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/geninfo/bp/enviro.html
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21/
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.html
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/futurewewant.html
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Why should civil society engage in Rio+20?  
 
Presently, the world is faced with multiple economic, social, political and 
environmental crises. International forums like Rio+20 are designed to get heads of 
state and government delegations in one place to hash out commitments to tackle 
global problems. It is important for civil society to participate and have their voices 
heard when decisions affecting humanity are made. CSOs understand the impacts of 
development on actual people and can bring specific examples from their work on 
the ground. They can also give technical advice to governments and seek to 
influence their decisions towards the needs of the people, particularly those who are 
vulnerable and marginalised.  
 
At Rio+20 there will be representation from women’s organisations, youth 
movements, trade unions, small farmers, NGOs and indigenous groups. Additionally, 
in the lead up to the event many CSOs will work towards influencing the outcome 
document and seek to ensure that civil society’s voice and recommendations are 
included in any commitments made.  
 

CONFERENCE THEMES AND ISSUES 
 
What is the theme of Rio+20?   
 
The two themes of Rio+20 are: 
 

1. A green economy in the context of 
sustainable development for poverty 
reduction 

 
A green economy is one that provides improved 
human wellbeing and social equity while significantly reducing environmental risks 
and ecological scarcities. This means establishing a sustainable economy that 
utilises forms of clean energy and is not reliant on coal or oil, fuels that contribute 
significantly to pollution and climate change. A green economy is one that values 
ecosystems such as oceans, forests and mountains and takes into account the full 
cost of products over their entire life cycle. It is also an economy that would grow 
while preserving the environment, eradicating poverty and ensuring that people from 
all socio-economic statuses have an equal opportunity to live a dignified life.  
 

2. The creation of an institutional framework for sustainable development 
 
In thinking about how to adequately address sustainable development at the global 
level, many argue that the failure to mitigate and reverse climate change and 
environmental degradation can be attributed to the intrinsic shortcomings of the 
current global governance system. Little progress has been made in establishing the 
institutional structures needed to address sustainable development in our evolving 
societies. There is a need for systemic change at the global governance level in 
order to implement sustainable development in a comprehensive and effective 
manner.  
 
Currently the two primary institutions that manage sustainable development at the 
global level are the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
Commission on Sustainable Development. While these two programmes have made 
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progress at the global level, the lack of a specific UN agency solely addressing global 
sustainable development is proving to be problematic.  
 
An institutional framework at the global level is thus urgently needed to develop, 
monitor and implement policies on sustainable development around the world. In the 
preparatory process for the Rio Summit in 1992, there were a number of proposals 
for institutional reform to address the challenges of sustainable development. In the 
official UNDESA call for inputs to the Zero Draft compilation document, the same 
proposals made in 1992 were repeated, along with new initiatives to be considered 
for Rio+20. Below is a selection of proposals which have been repeatedly suggested 
for Rio+20: 

 Upgrading of the UNEP: A significant strengthening of the UNEP has been 
proposed in order for it to become more effective in catalysing action to 
address major environmental threats, including upgrading it into a United 
Nations Environmental Organisation with stable, increased funding to enable 
it to better fulfil its mandate. UNEP website: www.unep.org.  

 Ombudspersons for Future Generations: Ombudspersons for Future 
Generations, working at national, international, and regional levels, would 
safeguard environmental and social conditions for the rights and interests of 
current and future generations by demanding their institutional representation 
in all areas of policy-making. The leading organisation spearheading this 
effort is worldfuturecouncil.org.  

 Declaration on Planetary Boundaries: Those behind the Declaration on 
Planetary Boundaries believe there is an urgent need to take action on 
governance to ensure that everyone, including present and future generations 
and in nature, have the protections necessary to live in a social and physical 
environment that provides for their health and well being. The leading 
organisation spearheading this effort is the planetaryboundariesinitiative.org.  

 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The Sustainable Development 
Goals are an anticipated outcome of Rio+20 and are expected to address 
issues relating to oceans, food, energy, water, consumption and sustainable 
cities. Similar to the Millennium Development Goals, there will be targets to 
measure progress and these goals will likely be introduced in 2015, but will 
not replace the Millennium Development Goals. See: “Rio+20: Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs): A Proposal from the Governments of Colombia 
and Guatemala” 

What issues are going to be addressed at the conference?  
 
A variety of sustainable development issues are going 
to be addressed at Rio+20. The United Nations 
Environmental Programme has identified seven. 
These are: 

 Jobs: The global economy is currently in the 
midst of a recession, and as result, the 
quantity and quality of jobs available has 
declined. Currently millions of people throughout the world are without jobs. 

http://www.unep.org/
http://worldfuturecouncil.org/
http://planetaryboundariesinitiative.org/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/colombiasdgs.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/colombiasdgs.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/colombiasdgs.pdf
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Economic action and social policies to create gainful employment are crucial 
for social cohesion and stability, but cannot come without investing in social 
protection systems. Job creation must be synonymous with sustainable 
development to ensure that economic growth is in harmony with 
environmental and social development and does not come at their expense. 
Thus, green jobs will be a priority area to ensure that employment in 
agriculture, industry, services and administrative sectors contributes to 
preserving and restoring the environment. 

  

 Energy: Energy is central to nearly 
every major challenge and opportunity 
the world faces today. Be it for jobs, 
security, climate change, food 
production or increasing incomes, 
access to energy for all is essential. 
Consistent and affordable supplies of 

energy are scarce, with about 1.4 billion people across the globe lacking 
access to modern energy. It’s clear that sustainable energy sources are 
needed for strengthening economies, protecting ecosystems and achieving 
social equity. Many discussions at Rio+20 will be around the Sustainable 
Energy for All initiative to ensure universal access to modern energy services, 
improve efficiency and increase use of renewable sources to prevent 
environmental degradation. 

 Cities: Cities are hubs for ideas, commerce, culture, science, productivity, 
social development and much more. At their best, cities have enabled people 
to advance socially and economically. However, many challenges exist to 
maintaining cities in a way that continues to create jobs and prosperity while 
not straining land and resources. Common city challenges include 
congestion, lack of basic services, a shortage of adequate housing and 
declining infrastructure. The challenges cities face need to be overcome in 
ways that allow them to continue to thrive and grow, while improving resource 
use and reducing pollution and poverty. 

 Food: It is time to rethink how we grow, 
share and consume our food.    
If done right, agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries can provide nutritious food for all 
and generate decent incomes, while 
supporting people-centred rural 
development and protecting the 
environment but currently our soils, 
freshwater, oceans, forests and biodiversity are being rapidly depleted. 
Climate change is putting even more pressure on the resources we depend 
on. A profound change of the global food and agriculture system is needed if 
we are to nourish today's 925 million hungry and the additional 2 billion 
population rise expected by 2050.  

 Water: Clean, accessible water for all is an essential part of the world we 
want to live in. There is sufficient fresh water on the planet to achieve this 
goal. But due to poor infrastructure, every year millions of people, most of 

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/se4all/home/Initiative
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/se4all/home/Initiative
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them children, die from diseases associated with inadequate water supply, 
sanitation and hygiene. Water scarcity, poor water quality and inadequate 
sanitation negatively impact on food security, livelihood choices and 
educational opportunities for poor families throughout the world. Drought 
afflicts some of the world's poorest countries, worsening hunger and 
malnutrition. By 2050, at least one in four people is likely to live in a country 
affected by chronic or recurring shortages of fresh water. 

 

 Oceans: The world's oceans - their 
temperature, chemistry, currents and 
life - drive the global systems that 
make the Earth habitable for 
humankind. Our rainwater, drinking 
water, weather, climate, coastlines 
and much of our food are all 

ultimately provided and regulated by the sea. Throughout history, oceans and 
seas have been vital conduits for trade and transportation. Careful 
management of this essential global resource is a key feature of a sustainable 
future. Oceans cover three quarters of the globe and play a central role in the 
regulation of climate change. One issue expected to be on the agenda is that 
responsibilities for oceans are spread throughout the UN, and because of this 
there are gaps in coverage and application 

 Disasters: Disasters caused by earthquakes, floods, droughts, hurricanes, 
tsunamis and more can have devastating impacts on people, environments 
and economies. But resilience - the ability of people and places to withstand 
these impacts and recover quickly - remains possible. Smart choices help us 
recover from disasters, while poor choices make us more vulnerable. These 
choices relate to how we grow our food, where and how we build our homes, 
how our financial system works, what we teach in our schools and more. 

What kind of outcomes can CSOs expect from Rio+20? 
 
 
The ideal outcome of Rio+20 would be a concrete, 
ambitious outcome document that holds governments 
accountable, through clearly defined measures, for 
reaching sustainable development targets within a 
specific timeline. Clearly defined measures could 
include Sustainable Development Goals, and an 
institutional framework for sustainable development or 
the establishment of a UN agency with the sole 
mandate of advancing sustainable development initiatives.  
 
At this point, it is not anticipated that the outcome document will be legally binding for 
states. The depth and strength of the outcome document will be proven by the 
commitments made by governments, but more importantly the actions taken to 
ensure commitments are implemented post Rio+20.  
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UNDERSTANDING THE RIO+20 PLANNING MEETINGS AND 
PREPARATORY PROCESS 

 
What is an intersessional meeting?  
 
An intersessional is part of the preparatory process and 
takes place in between formal sessions. It is designed to 
create a space for stakeholders to gather and review 
progress in the planning for Rio+20 and come to consensus 
on how to move forward.  
 
Accredited CSOs have the opportunity to observe the 
intersessional meetings and can also hold side events on topics they would like to 
discuss in the lead up to Rio+20.  
 
The next intersessional is the third intersessional, 5 to 7 March 2012, at the UN 
Headquarters, New York. 
 
What are informal informals? 
 
Informal informals are meetings where negotiations on the Zero Draft take place and 
serve as a space for governments to review versions of the Zero Draft and negotiate 
the text. Government representatives will literally go through the Zero Draft 
paragraph by paragraph and negotiate the language used in the text. CSOs can 
sometimes observe these meetings but are not allowed to make comments. 
 
Upcoming informal informals: 
 
5 to 7 March 2012, UN Headquarters, New York 
30 April to 4 May 2012, UN Headquarters, New York 
 
 
What are preparatory committee (PrepCom) meetings? 
 
PrepCom meetings are part of the official planning process for Rio+20 and are where 
content and format of the conference and outcome documents are decided.  
 
Accredited CSOs are allowed to observe the meetings and can also run side events.  
 
The third PrepCom takes place from 13 to 15 June 2012, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  
 
What are sandwich days or four days of dialogue? 
 
The Government of Brazil has proposed four ‘thematic days’ to be held from 16 to 19 
June 2012 to address the following eight topics: poverty eradication, food and 
nutritional security; energy; water; economics of sustainable development, including 
sustainable patterns of consumption and production; innovation for sustainable 
development; sustainable cities; decent work for all and migration; and oceans.  
 
More information about how CSOs can participate in the four thematic days will be 
available soon.  
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The road to Rio+20 full planning process 

2010:   

May: First Preparatory Committee meeting: Requests for inputs from stakeholders 
to the objective and themes of Rio+20.  
 
 2011: 
 
January: First Intersessional: Review of inputs from stakeholders on the objectives 
and themes of Rio+20.  
 
March: Second Preparatory Committee Meeting: Review of inputs from 
stakeholders on the objectives and themes of Rio+20; SG Reports: Secretary 
General’s Report on Objectives and Themes, Synthesis Report on Best Practices 
and Lessons Learned on the Objective and Themes; Reports: Report by Panel of 
Experts on The Transition to a Green Economy (UNDESA, UNEP and UNCTAD), 
Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable Development and Poverty 
Eradication (UNEP); Request for inputs to the compilation document (deadline 1 
November 2011). 
 
September to December: Regional Preparatory meetings: Latin America and the 
Caribbean, ECLAC (September); Africa region, ECA and partners (October); Arab 
region, ESCWA and partners (October); Asia Pacific region, ESCAP (October); ECE 
region, ECE (December).  
 
December: Second Intersessional: Review of inputs from stakeholders on the 
compilation document. Basis of Zero Draft document (deadline early January 
2012). 
 
 2012: 

January to February: Informal consultations: Initial discussions on the Zero Draft 
of the outcome document. 

March to May: First round of informal informal negotiations on the Zero Draft (19 
to 23 March); 3rd Intersessional (26 to 27 March): negotiations on Zero Draft 
document.  

13 to 15 June: Third Preparatory Committee meeting: negotiations on Zero Draft 
document.  

20 to 22 June: United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development - 
Rio+20 

For more detailed information on the process you may also consult the official 
Rio+20 website: www.uncsdrio20.org. 

 
 
 

http://www.uncsdrio20.org/
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PARTICIPATING IN RIO+20 
 
How can civil society participate in Rio+20?  
 
CSOs which want to participate in the formal Rio+20 
events in Rio need to obtain ECOSOC status. 
Registration is now open to apply for a one time 
opportunity to become accredited to Rio+20. Click 
here to start the accreditation for new groups.  
 
The deadline for new accreditation is 20 February 2012. Once the registration is 
approved, organisations can pre-register representatives until the general deadline of 
20 May 2012. 
 
If you plan to travel to Rio for the conference but do not seek to obtain ECOSOC 
status you can participate in the People’s Summit and a variety of events that are 
open to the public outside the formal conference. Please note that you may need to 
register for some events ahead of time.  
 
If you are not planning to travel to Rio there are still plenty of ways to participate by 
engaging with the NGO Major Group (see below for information on the NGO Major 
Group).  
 
Is Rio+20 a conference only for environmental CSOs? 
 
No, the conference is not solely for environmental groups and it is important that a 
wide variety of CSOs be represented at Rio+20 to ensure a diverse representation of 
organisations addressing issues across the three pillars of sustainable development. 
 
What is ECOSOC consultative status? 
 
ECOSOC consultative status is granted by the UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) and is required for CSOs to participate in most UN conferences, including 
Rio+20. The ECOSOC NGO Committee reviews applications submitted by CSOs 
and determines if their work is relevant to the aims and purposes of the UN. Once 
ECOSOC status is obtained, CSOs are entitled to send representatives to 
intergovernmental forums and participate in Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) and 
Intersessional meetings. The list of organisations currently in consultation with 
ECOSOC can be found online here. 
 
How do I know if my organisation is accredited? 
 
You can search for accredited organisations using the online database of CSOs that 
hold consultative status with ECOSOC (a consolidated list is available online here). If 
your organisation is in consultation with ECOSOC, it will be listed. If your 
organization is on the Commission for Sustainable Development Roster, it will be 
listed online here.  
 
If your organisation is not on those lists, but you believe it is accredited, please 
contact the NGO Branch directly. The NGO Branch maintains current records of 
accredited organisations, including those that have recently been granted 
consultative status but are not yet included in the lists available online. You can 
contact the NGO Branch online here, or by e-mail at ngobranch@un.org. 

http://esango.un.org/irene/?page=viewContent&nr=382&type=22&s=15
http://esango.un.org/irene/?page=viewContent&nr=382&type=22&s=15
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
http://csonet.org/content/documents/E2011INF4.pdf
http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=17
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/mgroups/csd_roster.pdf
http://www.csonet.org/
mailto:ngobranch@un.org
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My CSO was accredited for the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa. Does that mean my organisation is 
eligible to attend Rio+20? 
 
Yes, if your organisation was accredited for the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development you can participate in the Rio+20 process without renewing your 
ECOSOC consultative status. This also means you can pre-register for the 
Conference online here by 20 May 2012.  
 
My CSO is already accredited. How do I register for the Rio+20 Conference? 
 
Pre-registration for accredited CSOs and other Major Group organisations is open 
online here until the deadline of 20 May 2012. Please make sure you register your 
organisation before this deadline.  
 
I do not belong to a CSO, but I would like to participate in Rio+20. Can 
individuals participate? 
 
Unfortunately, UN rules do not allow individuals to participate in official meetings in 
their own capacity. If you would like to participate in the formal meetings you will 
need to be affiliated with an accredited organisation, or be part of a national 
government delegation. There will however be a parallel People’s Summit (see 
below) which is open to individuals.  
 
Is there funding available to support my CSO's participation in the Rio+20 
process? 
 
Funding for Major Group participants is limited. In the event that funding becomes 
available, participants would be selected with due consideration for representation 
from developing countries, particularly least developed countries, and in full 
consultation with the official Major Group organising partners. In all other cases, your 
organisation is responsible for arranging your accommodation and travel, including 
within metropolitan Rio de Janeiro. 
 
How many representatives from my CSO are allowed to register and attend 
Rio+20? 
 
Currently there is no policy restricting the number of representatives each accredited 
organisation can register. However, should there be concerns regarding the safety 
and security of the official Rio+20 venue, the Secretariat of the Conference reserves 
the right to deny or restrict access to the Convention Centre and to any of the 
pavilions, or to request registered participants to leave the premises. 
 
My CSO is not accredited and we are not going to seek accreditation, but can 
we contribute in some other way? 
 
Accreditation is not required for participation in Rio+20 processes and there are a 
number of participation opportunities, including by submitting case studies, 
registering partnerships and participating in national preparatory processes. 
Requests for these types of participation are typically posted on the official Rio+20 
website, and are regularly shared with the Major Group organising partners for 
distribution within their networks.  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/registration/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
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We strongly encourage you to post news of your activities and related publications in 
support of Rio+20 on the official Rio+20 website.  
 
If your organisation is not accredited and you wish to send representatives to the 
Rio+20 Conference and its related preparatory meetings, you would be advised to 
contact an accredited organisation within your network and explore the possibility of 
including your representatives in their delegation. The Major Group organising 
partners may also choose to include representatives of unaccredited organisations in 
their organisation delegations, at their own discretion.  
 
Alternatively, you may request to be included in your national delegation by 
contacting the relevant ministry in your government. Some UN member states 
welcome the inclusion of Major Groups delegates as part of their national delegations 
to major conferences and summits as a means of facilitating registration and access 
to official proceedings 
 
How can my CSO hold a side event? 
 
Accredited organisations can hold side events during the following events in Rio de 
Janeiro: 
 

 Third Meeting of the Rio+20 Preparatory Committee (13 to 15 June 2012) 

 Four Days of Dialogue on Sustainable Development (16 to 19 June 2012) 

 The UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 (20 to 22 June 
2012) 

Side events should be directly related to the main themes of the conference and 
reflect an approach to sustainable development. CSOs are encouraged to partner 
with other accredited organisations when planning side events. The deadline for 
submitting a side event proposal is 30 March 2012. More information can be found 
on the official Rio+20 website online here. 

Please also pre-register your speakers. Only holders of an official conference 
grounds pass will be able to participate in any official proceedings and events on the 
premises. 
 
How do I host a kiosk or pavilion at Rio+20? 
 
More information will be available shortly. 
 
What is the People’s Summit? 
 
The People’s Summit for Social and Environmental Justice will take place in 
conjunction with the main Rio+20 activities. This summit will be held in an area of Rio 
known as Flamengo, and there will be a variety of activities taking place throughout 
the entire event. CSOs and individuals do not need ECOSOC accreditation to 
participate in the People’s Summit.  
 
The People’s Summit will include self-organised discussion groups, a People’s 
Permanent Assembly and a space for organisations and social movements to 
showcase their work.  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=83
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=35
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=35
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=126
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The tentative programme for the People’s Summit includes: 

 15 and 16 June: Activities organised by local social movements 

 17 June: Opening march of the People’s Summit 

 18 and 19 June: Self-organised activities and the People’s Permanent 
Assembly 

 20 June: International Day of Mobilisation  

 21 and 22 June: Self-organised activities and the People’s Permanent 
Assembly 

 23 June: Final message of the People’s Summit 

LOGISTICS AT RIO+20   
 
CSOs travelling to Rio de Janeiro need to be sure 
they plan all their logistics ahead of time, as the city is 
going to be very busy. The Rio+20 Bureau is 
developing a guide to help participants plan all major 
logistics for travelling to Rio. To find out more and 
start planning logistics visit 
http://www.rio20.gov.br/useful_information. 
 
Accommodation in Rio de Janeiro  
 
Many of the major hotels in Rio are already booked and participants may need to 
seek alternative accommodation. CSO participants need to make reservations as 
soon as possible and should look into renting flats, houses or hotels outside of the 
major Rio de Janeiro metropolitan area. Links to alternative accommodation can be 
found here. 
 
Transportation 
 
It is anticipated that 50,000 people will be in Rio for Rio+20. As the city will be 
extremely busy, CSOs should plan their transportation route ahead of time. Public 
transportation is reliable in Rio and it is recommended that Rio+20 participants use 
public transportation instead of driving a car. You can find out more information about 
public transportation here 
 
There are two airports near Rio de Janeiro and as these will be busy it has been 
suggested that participants try to fly into other major airports and take local flights to 
Rio. Airport and flight information can be found here. 
 
Conference Venue 
 
RioCentro Convention Centre will be the main venue for Rio+20 meetings and 
negotiations. RioCentro is located in Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro. Maps of the 
conference centre and the surrounding area can be found here. 
 
Visas 
 
Brazil requires foreign visitors to obtain a visa in order to enter. Please check online 
here to determine what the requirements are and start the visa application process 
as soon as possible.  
 

http://www.rio20.gov.br/useful_information
http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/useful_information/no-rio-1/acomodacoes
http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/useful_information/no-rio-1/transporte
http://www.rio20.gov.br/useful_information/antes-de-viajar-1/como-chegar-ao-rio
http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/about_the_rio_more_20/locais-da-conferencia/locais-da-conferencia
http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/useful_information/antes-de-viajar-1/vistos
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Please note that if you have travelled in a yellow fever zone within 90 days of your 
arrival in Brazil you will also need to show proof of a yellow fever vaccination. More 
information on health can be found here. 
 
 
 

NGO MAJOR GROUP   
 
What is a Major Group and how can my CSO work 
with one? 
 
The ‘Major Groups’ came out of the first Earth Summit in 
1992, where it was realised that sustainable development will only be achieved if 
actors from a variety of sectors are involved. There are nine Major Groups identified 
in Agenda 21: women, children and youth; indigenous peoples; non-governmental 
organisations; local authorities; workers and trade unions; business and industry; the 
scientific and technological community; and farmers. 
 
Each Major Group is represented by an Organising Partner, which in turn is 
responsible for: enabling meaningful participation of their respective Major Group in 
the process; provide them with information on processes, issues and events; ensure 
their voice is brought to Rio+20; and throughout the process, ensure diversity in the 
types of organisations participating in processes and at Rio. 
 
More general information on the nine Major Groups and contact details for all 
Organising Partners can be found here. On the left hand side click on the tab 
corresponding to the Major Group you are interested in for Organising Partner 
information and upcoming events and news.  
 
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation is one of three organising partners 
for the NGO Major Group, along with ANPED – Northern Alliance for Sustainability 
and Consumers International. For Rio+20 CSOs are classed as NGOs by the 
organisers.  
 
For further information about CIVICUS work as Organising Partner please visit this 
link. 
 
To engage with organising partners contact: 
Natalie Akstein, CIVICUS: natalie.akstein@civicus.org 
Leida Rijnhout, ANPED: leida@anped.org  
Luis Flores, Consumers International: lflores@consumidoresint.org  
 
 
How can I engage with CIVICUS in preparation for Rio+20? 
 
Visit the following link:  
 
Will CIVICUS be holding events that partner organisations can participate in? 
 
It is possible that CIVICUS will co-sponsor regional events or workshops in 
preparation for Rio+20, and more information will be available on this website and 
through our mailing list when those opportunities arise. Please also refer to the 
events calendar, for activities taking place in your region. 

http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/useful_information/antes-de-viajar-1/saude
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/majorgroups.html
https://civicus.org/what-we-do/cross-cutting-projects/733-civicus-activities-and-reports
https://civicus.org/what-we-do/cross-cutting-projects/733-civicus-activities-and-reports
mailto:natalie.akstein@civicus.org
mailto:leida@anped.org
mailto:lflores@consumidoresint.org
https://civicus.org/what-we-do/cross-cutting-projects/734-get-involved-in-rio20
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=gjiqlepetf6jt2gltcikal9dug%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Africa/Johannesburg

