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Breaking the walls: looking at COP17 and Rio+20, how can climate oriented 
movements bring on board the more traditional CSOs in these discussions?  
 
Thematic Track: Climate justice  
 
Activity Format: Engagement workshop 
 
Number of participants:  Men:  20       Women:    13    (Total:  33) 
 
Time and date: September 11th, 2 p.m.-5 p.m.      
   

 
Moderator:  
 

 Inge Wallage, Communications Director, Greenpeace International, Netherlands  
 
Presenters:  
 

 Chantal Line Carpentier, Sustainable Development Officer and Major 

 Groups Programme Coordinator, UN Department of Economics and Social Affairs 
Division for Sustainable Development, Canada 

 Uygar Ozesmi, Executive Director, Greenpeace Mediterranean, Turkey 

 Daniel Barragan, Director de Proyectos, Centro Ecuatoriano de Derecho Ambiental, 
Ecuador (TBC) 

 

 

Abstract 

 
In less than a year, Brazil will be hosting the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. The 
Rio+20 Summit provides an extraordinary opportunity to connect the actions of people, 
organizations and networks from various sectors to create new momentum for 
sustainable development. However, is Civil Society ready to make the most of this 
opportunity? 
 
Since the Earth Summit in 1992, the challenges humanity faces have worsened, heavy 
stress has been put on many ecosystems and on critical life-support systems, and more 
than 1 billion people continue to live in extreme poverty. However, while Rio+20 presents 
as a new opportunity to set development standards and goals for the coming years, Civil 
Society remains fragmented and working in thematic silos. Many organizations working 
on human, social and economic rights do not recognize the importance of the 
sustainability agenda. More dialogue and the collective construction of agendas are 
needed: can we break down the walls and act together? How can Civil Society mobilize 
together towards Rio+20 in order to achieve a new deal? What should the outcome of 
Rio+20 be to ensure balanced growth in the social pillar? What should be the role of the 
international, national and nongovernmental community in achieving these goals? Do we 
need new social conventions? These are some of the questions this workshop will try to 
answer. 
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Key presentation items 

 
Uygar Ozesmi began by describing how positive the environmental movement felt after 
the last Rio conference, but also how since then the energy, optimism and faith in the 
multi-lateral system has rapidly decreased. Despite the fact that we now have much 
more information in regards to climate change and the urgency of the problem, trust in 
the multilateral system is now at its lowest, and this must be revitalized. The social pillar 
of the conference is very important, and it must be understood that this conference is not 
only about the environment. Therefore, the environmental movement must connect with 
all other movements as they are intrinsically related and intrinsically separable.  
 
Chantal Line Carpentier echoed that when calling for a Green Economy, it must be a 
Green Economy within the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. 
She outlined the timetable of UN events and negotiations in the run-up to Rio+20, calling 
on individuals to contact the UN with their requests for the summit. Henri Valot then 
spoke about Civil Society preparation for Rio+20, particularly in Brazil. 
 
It is clear that Civil Society is already getting ready for Rio +20. However, there is a 
strong feeling that so far Civil Society has been too quiet and not done enough 
preparation, and that this must quickly be changed. Participants felt this to be true of 
both environmental NGO’s and NGO’s working on other related areas. The challenge is 
therefore to build stronger alliances and be more strategic. The role of CIVICUS was 
recognized as important in this, because CIVICUS spans such a broad spectrum of Civil 
Society, and can therefore help different organizations and movements to unite and not 
be led astray by any possible misalignments between the environmental movements and 
other movements.  
 
Equally, it was suggested that it is Civil Society’s responsibility to provide solid 
proposals, agreed upon by the environmental and non-environmental NGO’s. It is not 
currently clear exactly what Civil Society wants from Rio+20, and this makes it much 
harder to mobilize people. Therefore, there is a need for concrete proposals, and these 
proposals must be publicized.  
 
It was also emphasized that Rio+20 must not be viewed as an end but as a process. 
Rio+20 can be used as an opportunity to mobilize and organize ourselves across 
countries and movements, but not only for the conference itself but equally for what 
happens afterwards. Therefore, we must start this process now, not only so that the best 
possible outcomes come from Rio+20, but also so that the movement is stronger than it 
was after Rio twenty years ago, and not negatively affected by the disappointment of 
Copenhagen. 
 

Were diversity, equality or gender issues raised or tackled?   

 

 Yes – gender and equality movements must work with the environmental 
movement in the run up to Rio+20 to ensure that gender, diversity and equality 
concerns are met and incorporated into Civil Society’s climate agenda. 
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Key lessons of the session 

 

 Trust in the multilateral system has steadily declined since the last Rio 
conference, and there is therefore a need for renewed energy, passion and 
optimism. 

 The problem of climate change cannot be seen in isolation. Everyone is facing 
the same environmental, social and economical crisis, none of which can be 
taken in isolation. This must be recognized by Civil Society not only in theory but 
in practice. It is the responsibility of both environmental NGO’s and NGO’s from 
other sectors to align interests as well as to give and present a united front. 

 Concrete proposals are required both for mobilizations and for desired outcomes, 
and these proposals must be publicized. 

 Do not mistake access for influence. To really influence we must mobilize 
citizens, not only Civil Society. 

 
 


