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1. Background 

 

 The 2013 Global Human Rights Essay Contest on “Human Right City” (Hereafter HRC Essay 

Contest) is a joint initiative bythe Human Rights Center of Seoul National University, the May 

18 Institute of Chonnam National University, and the Korea Human Rights Foundation (KHRF) 

with support of the Metropolitan City of Gwangju in connection with the 3
rd

 World Human 

Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF) which will be held from 16 to 18 May 2013 in Gwangju, South 

Korea.  

 

 It is co-sponsored by the following partner organizations; UNESCO Asia-Pacific Center of 

Education for International Understanding (APCEIU), United Cities and Local Governments 

(UCLG) - Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights, 

CIVICUS-World Alliance for Citizen Participation and CARR CENTER for Human Rights 

Policy of HARVARD Kennedy School 

 

 Its primary goal is to promote university students’ and youth participation in the building of a 

human rights city through the articulation of their visions and experiences about human rights 

city. The ideas and proposals contained in the essays are expected to be used for the promotion 

of a human rights city as a means to localize human rights in the context of glocalization 

(globalization + localization) and glurbanization (globalization + urbanization), in particular, 

for the implementation of the 2011 Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights City and the 2012 

Gwangju Statement of the WHRCF, Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City of 

the UCLG, and research on local government and human rights of the UN Human Rights 

Council Advisory Committee (HRCAC).  

 

 Three semi-finalists will make presentations and compete for first place on 15 May 2015 prior 

to the WHRCF in Gwangju, South Korea.  

 

2. Eligibility 

 

 In order to provide a platform for the youth and young adults to actively participate in human 

rights,the HRC Essay Contest is open to youth from the age of 30 and younger.  

 Restriction applies to youth that have Ph. D. 

 Award winners from previous HRC Essay Contest are also restricted from applying.  
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3. Procedures and Deadlines 

 All participants must complete register no later than on or before 1 Feb., 2013 by midnight 

Korea Standard Time (KST). Registration will be accepted starting on January 10, 2013 at 

www.humanrights.or.kr 

 The deadline for submission of essay is on March 1, 2013 by midnight Korea Standard Time 

(KST). 

 The announcement of the 3 candidates for the final round will be made online at the HRC 

Essay Contest Website on April 1, 2013. 

 The 3 finalists from the respective Korean and English tracksare invited to make 

presentations of their essays before judges on May 15, 2013during the WHRCF2013.  

 The award ceremony will take place on May 17, 2013 at the closing session of the WHRCF.  

 

4. Language and Length  

 Participants have an option of writing the essay in Korean or English. 

 Length of essay should be between 5,000 and 10,000 words  

 Sources and quotations must be cited properly. 

 Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  

 Proper bibliography or footnotes must be included. 

5. Writing Topics and Guidelines  

 

 The essay is expected to deal with issues related to human rights city. 

 The essay is expected to answer the following hypothetical question “If I were to change my 

city to a human rights city– how would I promote and implement human rights city in the 

local and/or national context”. 

 The city that you plan to write about can be a city that you are a resident of or a city that you 

are particularly interested in. The city must not be hypothetical.   

 The essay may be writtenby an individual or a group (maximum of 3 writers). In the case 

that a group is chosen as a finalist, only one writer will be funded to present at the WHRCF 

2013. 

 Participants should read the following basic documents before the writing the essay in 

accordance with the guideline questions. 

① Gwangju Declaration on a Human Rights City of the WHRCF 2011(17 May 2011) 

② Gwangju Statement of WHRCF 2012(17 May 2012)  

③ Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City (11 Dec. 2011) 

④ Local Governments and Human Rights: Doing Good Service by the International 

Council on Human Rights Policy (ICHRP)  

 

http://www.humanrights.or.kr/
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 The main contents must have one or a few of the following questions as the base argument:   

 

 Guideline questions for essay writing  

 

① How can you address the challenges and implement the recommendations contained in 

the 2011 Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights City and 2012 Gwangju Statement of 

the WHRCF in your own city and local community? 

② How can you implement the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City in 

your own city and local community?  

③ How can your own city or local government contribute to the implementation of the 

recommendations of UN Human Rights Treaty bodies, special procedures mandate 

holders and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) to your own national government? 

(please refer to www.ohchr.org for detailed information on the UN recommendations to 

your own country) 

④ What are some key challenges in building the human rights city and how can you 

overcome them in your own city, local community and/or country?  

 

**Please keep in mind that you are not restricted to write on only one topic nor limited on 

the topics stated above. Multiple ideas/topics that can properly express your ideal human 

rights city can be used.   

 

6. Evaluation Criteria  

Content 

 Demonstrate an understanding of human rights.  

 Well researched.  

 Present an analytical understanding of human rights cities.  

 Original and creative.  

 Convincing arguments presented with the support of specific examples. 

 Present a practical thought process.   

Presentation  

 Communicates ideas clearly. 

 Well-organized. 

 Correct syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

 Written in a compelling and original manner. 

 Includes a bibliography of five or more varied sources including one non-internet source. 

http://www.ohchr.org/
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 Thoughtfully selected, reliable sources. 

 Papers must be double spaced, 12 point size font, Times New Roman, and in Microsoft 

Document (.doc, .docx) format.  

 Papers must be the original work of the student. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.   

A paper will be disqualified if:  

 It is not on the topic.  

 It is submitted after the deadline.  

 It is not the student’s original work. 

 

7. Recognition and Awards 

 Upon initial review, 3 finalists each from the Korean track and English track will be chosen 

and announced on April 1, 2013. 

 The 3 candidates will then be invited to make presentations of their essays before the panel 

of judges in the final round on 15 May 2013 prior theWHRCF2013. 

 In the case of a team paper of overseas participants is chosen as a finalist, the main writer or 

1 representative will be funded to make the presentation in Gwangju, Korea.  

 In the case the selectedfinalist is not able to attend the WHRCF and compete in the final 

round of the essay contest, the opportunity will then go to the next contestant that scored the 

highest during the initial judging.  

The awards are as follows.  

 Airfare and accommodations to attend the WHRCF 2013 for all finalists.   

 *If a team is selected as a finalist, airfare and accommodations will be compensated 

  for one member.  

Korean Track 

 First Prize: 1 person/team will receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, KRW3,000,000 

 Second Prize: 1 person/team will receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, KRW 2,000,000 

 Third Prize: 1 person/team receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, KRW 1,000,000 

English Track 

 First Prize: 1 person/team will receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, US $3,000 

 Second Prize: 1 person/team will receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, US $2,000 

 Third Prize: 1 person/team receive Gwangju City Mayor Award, US $1,000 
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*The prize amount is the same regardless of team or individual. If a team wins first prize the team as a 

whole will receive the total amount.  

8. Submission and Inquries 

 Registration will close on midnight (KST) on 1 February, 2013. All participants MUST 

register online. Registration will be available starting January 10, 2013 at 

www.humanrights.or.kr 

 Papers must be submitted online through the human rights cities website 

www.humanrights.or.kr. There will be a space where papers can be uploaded.  

 All papers must be sent by no later than midnight (KST) on March 1, 2013. 

 All submissions must be in Microsoft Word format (.doc).  

 Any questions or concerns please contact khrf99@gmail.com.  

Tel: +82-2-363-0002 / Fax: +82-505-115-3682  www.humanrights.or.kr 

 

Annex 

1) What is “Human Rights City”?  

“Human rights city” can be defined as ‘both an urban community and a socio-political process in 

an urban context where human rights play a key role as a fundamental value and guiding 

principles’. It also means, in practical terms, all residents and inhabitants, in particular, minority 

groups who are socially vulnerable and marginalized, regardless of race, sex, color, nationality, 

ethnic background and social status can participate fully in decision-making and policy-

implementation processes that affect their lives in accordance with human rights principles such 

as discrimination, participation, empowerment, transparency and accountability, etc. “Human 

rights city” can also be understood as “human rights governance in an urban context’ where local 

government, local parliament, civil society, private sectors and other stake-holders work together 

to improve quality of lives of all urban inhabitants in a spirit of partnership based on human 

rights norms. (from the 2011 Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights City) 

 

2) What is World Human Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF)?  

 

The World Human Rights Cities Forum (WHRCF) is an joint initiative by theGwangju 

Metropolitan City, the May 18 Memorial Foundation and the Korea Human Rights Foundation to 

promote international cooperation and solidarity among those who are engaged in building a human 

rights city by providing an opportunity and space for mutual sharing and learning.   

 

It was launched in Gwangju, South Korea on 16-18 May 2011 under the theme “Globalizing 

Human Rights from Below: Challenges of Human Rights City in the 21
st
 Century” as part of the 

annual event commemorating Gwangju people’s uprising for democracy and human rights and 

consequent bloody massacre by security forces during May 1980. About 500 participants attended 

the first WHRCF including 50 overseas participants from 20 countries. The Gwangju Declaration 

on Human Rights City was adopted on 17 May 2011 which includes five action points.  

 

The second WHRCF was organized in Gwangju on 16-18 May 2012 under the theme “City and 

Human Rights – Ensuring Accountability through Empowerment”. The draft guiding principles for 

a human rights city was discussed at the WHRCF 2012as a means to develop a practical tool to 

implement human rights in a municipal level.  

 

Please refer to the www.humanrights.or.kr or www.humanrightscity.net for further information on 

the WHRCF. 

http://www.humanrights.or.kr/
mailto:khrf99@gmail.com
http://www.humanrights.or.kr/
http://www.humanrights.or.kr/
http://www.humanrightscity.net/

