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PARTICIPANTS LIST 
 
Name  Organization Email  

Bjoern Foerde Oslo Governance Center bjoern.foerde@undp.org  
Bjoern Foerde graduated from University of Copenhagen in 1975, with a degree in political science 
and international relations, including development studies - thesis on 'the politics of 
underdevelopment and dependency in Latin America: social classes and political power in Peru 
1962-1973. 
Member of the Board of Danida 1998-2002 appointed by the Minister for Development.  Member of 
the Executive Committee of the Danish Centre for Culture and Development 1998-2000. Member of 
the Steering Committee and Chair of Eurostep 1998-2002. Member of the UNDP CSO Advisory 
Committee 2000-2002. 
Has participated in various conferences [Rio 1992, Global Food Summit 1996, Social Summit +5 in 
2000] as NGO representative in the official Danish delegation, as well as in numerous other 
meetings and conferences as NGO representative for Danish NGOs and Eurostep.  
Published more than 25 books on a broad variety of development issues [specific countries, 
conditions of children, urbanisation, natural resources, environment, social change, etc.], mostly for 
educational purposes, but also fiction for children and youth. 
Since January 2003 RR/RC in Botswana.  Director, Oslo Governance Centre from September 2005. 
 
Charles Abbey  African Development Programme chasadp@africaonline.com.gh  
Charles Abbey is the Executive Director of the African Development Programme (ADP), Ghana. He 
has served as Chairman of the Ghana Association of Private Voluntary Organisations in Development 
(GAPVOD) since 2002 and was re-elected in 2006 as the International Council on Social Welfare 
(ICSW) Regional President for Central and West Africa.  Over the years Mr. Abbey has co-authored 
several publications and collaborated with a number of national and international organizations 
including the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe, USAID and the Academy for Educational 
Development. Mr. Abbey is a local facilitator for the World Bank Institute’s distance learning 
programme on Local Economic Growth and Development and a resource person for the Institute of 
Adult Education of the University of Ghana. He is a member of the Experts Group of the African 
Union (that prepared the Draft Social Policy Framework for Africa) and currently serves on Task 
Teams preparing the 2007 African Growth and Opportunities Conference and the 2008 UNCTAD 
Conference on Trade and Development. 
 
Doug Rutzen ICNL DRutzen@ICNL.ORG  
Douglas Rutzen is President and CEO of the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL). ICNL 
promotes the legal framework for civil society and public participation worldwide. ICNL has worked 
on projects in over 90 countries in Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, 
Asia, the former Soviet Union, and elsewhere. Doug is also on the faculty of the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School where he teaches International Civil Society Law.  
Doug sits on the Advisory Group of Civil Society Watch and on the International Advisory Committee 
of the Independent Sector (IS).  He is also Chair of the East-West Management Institute, a Steering 



Committee Member of the United States International Grantmaking (USIG) Project, and a member 
of the Editorial Board of World Competition: Law and Economics Review (WoltersKlower).  
Prior to joining ICNL, Doug taught law at Charles Law Faculty in Prague, served as Legal Advisor to 
the Czechoslovak Parliament, and worked for Coudert Brothers, where he specialized in Supreme 
Court litigation and international law. For over two decades Doug has engaged on issues of civil 
society and civic empowerment, working in the 1980s with blind and deaf individuals as a consultant 
to Helen Keller International.  
Emma Grant DFID E-Grant@dfid.gov.uk  
Emma Grant recently joined DFID as a social development adviser in the Effective States Team 
(Policy and Research Division). Her current focus is on donor support modalities for working with 
civil society, and the role of civil society, the media and the justice sector in promoting good 
governance. Previously she worked as a civil society specialist at the World Bank, for various NGOs 
and research organisations in Latin America, and as a researcher at South Bank University. She has 
a PhD in youth violence and social capital in Cali, Colombia. 
Etienne Yemek IDASA EYemek@idasa.org.za  
Etienne Yemek is a Senior Researcher and Trainer within the Africa Budget Project a unit of the 
Idasa’s Economic Governance Programme (EGP) <http://www.idasa.org.za/> www.idasa.org.za. He 
is a graduate from the Department of Economics Sciences at the University of Yaoundé (Cameroon), 
where he obtained a Master in Economic Sciences.  He has also obtained several professional and 
post-graduate certificates in various economic fields, including public finance 
budgeting/management, intergovernmental fiscal relations, and poverty dynamics. He has published 
several articles, and presented papers, articles and training modules in several international 
seminars and workshops related specifically to public finance and economic governance issues.  
He is mainly working to advancing socioeconomic rights and promoting pro-poor economic 
governance issues throughout the African continent.  Its main activities include applied economic 
work aiming at democracy  and effective development policies in Africa, and capacity building and 
policy networking focussing in building and strengthening of the human and institutional capacities 
within of the civil society groups, legislatures, and public (social) sectors. 
Fletcher Tembo Overseas Development Institute f.tembo@odi.org.uk  
Fletcher Tembo is a Research Fellow at the Overseas Development Institute in London, with a PhD 
in the political economy of development. He has recently been conducting research work on donor 
support modalities to civil society and engaging with ‘non-traditional civil society’ for enhancing 
demand-side governance. He has also been working with Southern CSOs to build greater capacities 
in the use of research-based evidence to influence public sector policies. This also includes doing 
better political analysis for policy influence in different environments.  Prior to this post, he worked 
with World Vision in the UK for 5 years as Senior Economic Justice Adviser, and in Malawi for 6 
years, managing grassroots development programmes. He is author of Participation, Negotiation 
and Poverty: designing pro-poor development programmes, published by Ashgate Publishers, 
London and Burlington in 2003. He has recently done an editorial on ‘the Quality of Governance’ in a 
special Global Future journal on ‘Pro-poor governance: the role of civil society’ 
Giovanni Morro Active Citizenship Network  g.moro@fondaca.org  
Giovanni Moro is an Italian political sociologist, working on citizenship, civic activism in public 
policies and corporate social responsibility. He teaches at the Faculty of Education of the Roma Tre 
University. He is President of FONDACA, Active Citizenship Foundation, based in Rome and engaged 
in research, advanced training and cultural dialogue on citizenship-related topics. 
He published in 1998 the Manuale di cittadinanza attiva (Handbook on Active Citizenship), in 2003 
PlusValori. La responsabilità sociale dell’impresa (PlusValues. The Corporate Social Responsibility) 
together with Alessandro Profumo and in 2005 Azione civica. Conoscere e gestire le organizzazioni 
di cittadinanza attiva (Civic Action. Knowing and Managing Active Citizenship Organizations). 
From 1989 to 2002 he was the general secretary of Cittadinanzattiva, an Italian citizens’ 
organizations established in 1978, and then founded and directed Active Citizenship Network, the 
European network of Cittadinanzattiva, which he is now advisor of. 
In the last years he worked on researches regarding the European public policies towards civic 
activism, the issue of representativeness of citizens’ organizations, the partnerships between 
citizens’ organizations and public and private actors, the situation of patients’ rights in Europe. He 
was the editor, together with Ilaria Vannini, of the report on Italian Civil Society of the Civicus CSI 
Project. He participated in the set up of the European Charter of Patients’ Rights in 2002 and the 



European Charter of Active Citizenship in 2006. 
Iradj Roberto Eghrari National Forum on Human Right 

and Education  
iradj@terra.com.br  

Iradj Roberto Eghrari, is an Electronic Engineer and holds a  Masters Degree in that field. He is a 
Professor of International  Relations at UniEuro University, Brasília, Brazil and executive secretary of 
its Centre for Studies in Human Right and Violence. He is a member of the National Committee on 
Human Rights Education, an agency of the Office of the President of the Republic of Brazil. He is 
Co-Founder and President of National Fórum on Human Rights Education an organization that is in 
the forefront of human rights  education. He is a member of the Bahá´í National governing body for 
Brazil, since 1978. He is also a co-founder of the Brazilian chapter of Transparency International. He 
is a Co-Founder of Ágere Cooperação em Advocacy an NGO which has its activities centered on the 
training of other NGOs for advocacy in human rights. He was a UNESCO consultant until December 
2002 in the area of education and racial diversity. 
 
Jorge Romero León Fundar, Centro de Análisis e 

Investigación 
jorge@fundar.org.mx  

Jorge Romero León is executive director of Fundar, Centre for Analysis and Research, in México. He 
is completing his PhD in political philosophy at the New School for Social Research, in New York. He 
leads a dynamic, creative team developing applied research on the subjects of budget and policy 
analysis, access to information practices, monitoring human rights institutions, police and legislative 
committees, and advocating policy and legal reform. His work for Fundar is complemented by his 
academic interests, which include democratic theory, identity politics, theories and dynamics of 
sovereignty and migration. He has worked at Fundar since 2000, where he became executive 
director in January 2007. He has also worked in the legislative and executive branches of 
government in México, and has extensive experience developing research and advocacy networks. 
Kaustuv Kanti 
Bandyopadhyay 

PRIA, India Kaustuv@pria.org  

Dr. Kaustuv Kanti Bandyopadhyay is working in Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), India as the 
National Coordinator of Urban Governance Programme. He is a leading trainer, capacity building 
practitioner and development professional. He has sixteen years of professional experience with 
University, Government Research Institutions and Indian Civil Society Organizations. He has been a 
key player of International Forum on Capacity Building (IFCB) and has managed and supported the 
Global Secretariat at PRIA from its inception in 1998 to 2002. He is currently the South Asian Focal 
Point for LogoLink - A Network for Learning on Local Governance and Citizen Participation. He has 
authored a number of articles, training manuals and publications in Indian and South Asian context. 
He holds Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph. D) in Anthropology. 
Kadi Jumu  Christian Aid  KJumu@christian-aid.org  
Kadi Julia Jumu is the Advocacy and Civil Society officer in the Sierra Leone field office, responsible 
for improving the advocacy skills of Christian Aid partners and civil society groups and building 
capacity where necessary, especially in research, policy analysis and participatory tools for poverty 
analysis and evidence based advocacy to influence public sector policy and policy reform for over 
three years now. She has previously worked with organizations such as Action Aid where she was 
responsible for policy, research, advocacy and impact assessment. She has been involved in a 
number of strategic processes in the push for development in Sierra Leone. She has worked with 
other agencies to enable the formation and support of civil society coalitions and networks on HIV 
and AIDS, Budget advocacy and in the extractive sector. Was part of a consultation team picked by 
UNDP to look at engaging women and youths in peace building in the MANO River Union [Liberia-
Guinea-Sierra Leone and Cote D'Ivoire]. She has a BA in Law and history and a MA in International 
Relations. 
Jan Jaku Wygnanski KLON  kuba.wygnanski@klon.org.pl  
JAN JAKUB WYGNANSKI is a Board Member of the Forum of Non-Governmental Initiatives (FIP) 
Poland, and KLON/JAWOR Association. Currently he is also Board Member of Civicus (World Alliance 
for Citizens Participation). Since the early 1990s, he has had wide-ranging experience in the Polish 
Third Sector both as an activist and researcher. He has designed and conducted a number of major 
research projects related to Third Sector in Poland. He has also been a consultant to numerous 
projects and programs in CEE run by organisations such as the UNDP, WB, USAID, OECD. 
Wygnanski is a sociologist by profession having studied at the University of Warsaw Institute of 



Sociology and Yale University(USA). 
Lars Koch IBIS lk@ibis.dk  
Lars Koch holds a Master in political science with focus on development and governance. Currently 
he is responsible for developing IBIS global focal area on governance. IBIS has programmes on 
governance in Central America, Ghana, Mozambique and South America supporting local 
organisations and local governments in creating participatory governance. He is also responsible for 
IBIS’ engagement in the international debate on Aid Effectiveness and the Paris declaration, issues 
somehow related to the local-national governance agenda. In Bolivia from 2001-2004 he trained 
indigenous organisations in budget monitoring of local government resources and tracking of funds 
from debt reduction. Finally he is an enthusiastic soccer player and expects to spend the night of 
May 23 watching the Champions League finals!  
Mohamed Nada Care Egypt  mnada@egypt.care.org  
Mohamed Nada has over ten years of professional experience in project management, new program 
development, socio-economic research, organizational development, women's empowerment and 
training. Worked in Egypt and abroad and interacted with international/local NGOs, and 
multinational corporations. Acquired in-depth knowledge of issues related to social justice, 
governance and human rights, participatory mechanisms, civil society strengthening, socio-economic 
impact assessments, project evaluation and marketing research. Currently Mohamed is managing a 
the partnership program for Democracy and Governance, which is implemented by CARE 
international. Mohamed is a member of a number of professional/academic associations, written 
publication on numerous occasions. Contributed to, and participated in a number of regional and 
international conferences. Awarded many academic and professional awards at both the national 
and international levels. 
Olivia Mcdonald Christian Aid OMcDonald@christian-aid.org  
Olivia McDonald has been a Senior Policy Officer with Christian Aid working on Accountable 
Governance for over 3 years. During this time she has specialised in World Bank and IMF 
governance and conditionality and managed an inter-agency project to develop a toolkit for partners 
to monitor government policies. She is currently the Strategy Leader on Accountable Governance, 
one of the four main themes of the current Christian Aid corporate plan. She did an MA in Political 
Development in Manchester after she graduated and then worked in community development 
in inner-city Manchester and rural Kenya before coming to Christian Aid to work in their 
emergencies team as a support officer. 
Papa Sene GIAT psene@ncba.coop  
Papa Sene, a Senegalese national, has thirty two years of experience in assessment of training 
needs; design, implementation and management of training; curriculum development, training of 
Civil Society Organizations (leaders and officers of producer organizations, community groups, and 
NGOs) training of trainers; monitoring and evaluation of training primarily in Francophone Africa. His 
sixteen years experience on international development projects includes assisting community based 
natural resources management groups, health management associations and local government/civil 
society strengthening programs.  He is a recognized expert in community mobilization, 
empowerment of women and youth, participatory training methods, adult education techniques, 
popular participation, facilitation of conflict management and literacy. 
Mr. Sene has extensive experience in building positive relationships between local governments and 
grassroots organizations resulting in increased consultation of the latter by the former. He is 
experienced in conflict resolution and in performing analyses of constraints to participation and 
empowerment of women and youth in community based development organizations and projects 
and devising measures to overcome these. He has an extensive supply of relevant training 
materials, which can be used/adapted for projects.  Mr. Sene holds a DEA in rural sociology and a 
master's in adult education from the University of Tours, France.  
Piccolo Willoughby CCF Fiji piccolo_willoughby@ccf.org.fj  
Piccolo Willoughby is Legal Officer for the Citizens' Constitutional Forum Limited (CCF), a non-
government organisation based in Suva that educates and advocates for the Constitution, 
democracy, human rights and multiculturalism in Fiji. He is also a Barrister and Solicitor of the High 
Court of Fiji.  Piccolo's latest work includes helping an emerging national network of squatters 
(people living in informal settlements) to set up their own NGO so they can have more of a "say" in 
government policy and raise funds for their own development. In addition, he has recently been 
involved in presenting the views of the CCF on Fiji's fourth coup d'etat, which occurred on 5 



December 2006, to missions sent by the United Nations, the European Union, the Commonwealth 
Secretariat and the Pacific Islands Forum. Piccolo came to Fiji in 2004 as a volunteer with Australian 
Volunteers International. Prior to that he was employed as a Policy Advisor in the Attorney General's 
Department of New South Wales, Australia. He holds a Bachelor of Laws (Honours First Class) and a 
Bachelor of Arts (Major in Philosophy), awarded by the University of Sydney in 2002 and 1998, 
respectively." 
Praveen Kumar VSO – India Praveen.Kumar@vsoint.org  
Praveen Kumar is a development worker and hold a masters in social work with a  specialization in 
community development. Since the year 2000 he has been engaged in various aspects of working 
with marginalized communities in South, Central and east India. Praveen is currently working with 
VSO India leading on the participation and governance programme in the capacity of programme 
manager. VSO's primary vision is to promote inclusion of disabled people and people living with HIV 
and AIDS in development processes. The participation and governance strategy seeks to address 
issues of transparency and accountability within CSOs so that they are more responsive to their 
chief constituents especially disabled people and people living with HIV and AIDS, promoting good 
governance practices within CSOs so that they become more credible, promoting active citizenship 
amongst masses to enable them to become more aware about key development issues so that  they 
can act more responsively to any social situation and strengthening the panchayat raj system for 
greater   representation. Prior to this Praveen worked with Action Aid India as a programme officer 
on a variety of programmes.  
Suncica Sazadovska MCIC  ssz@mcms.org.mk  
Suncica Sazdovska is a Head of Civil Society Department at the Macedonian Center for International 
Cooperation – a civil society organisation that operates in the domain of sustainable development, 
democratization, awareness raising and civil society strengthening. She is responsible for 
management of programs aiming at institutional development of civil society sector in Macedonia 
and organisational strengthening of CSOs. She cooperates closely with the leaders of the 
Macedonian civil society community and in 2004 had played facilitating role in the establishment of 
the national network - the Civic Platform of Macedonia.  
Suncica Sazdovska currently is completing her post-graduate studies on Strategic Management at 
the European Center for Peace and Development of the United Nations University for Peace, 
Belgrade. 
Tanya Lockwood Fundacion Acceso tanya@acceso.or.cr  
Tanya Lockwood holds a Bachelor in Psychology - Universidad Centroamericana de Ciencias 
Sociales. Since 2001 she has worked for Fundación Acceso supporting the Executive Director and 
program coordination. Currently she is in charge of the Citizen Participation Program and the 
Collective Coordination of Acceso (alternative governance structure) undertaking different 
responsibilities such us institutional development, fundraising, and strategic decision making.  
In the early 90’s she participated actively in Costa Rican and Central American social movements, 
specifically supporting rural, youth and feminists groups facilitating empowerment processes and 
citizen rights to organize 
V. Finn Heinrich CIVICUS Finn.heinrich@civicus.org  
Until end of 2006, V. Finn Heinrich was the Director of Programs for the global civil society network 
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. He directed 
the CIVICUS Civil Society Index Programme from its inception until end of 2005 and has published 
widely on civil society issues in academic and practitioner journals, such as Journal of Civil Society, 
Voluntas, Development in Practice and Alliance. He is currently completing his doctoral thesis on a 
comparative analysis of civil society across the world.  
Valerie Miller Just Associates (JASS) com.aol@SHIMBAHILL 
For more than 30 years Dr. Valerie Miller has collaborated with grassroots organizations, NGOs, 
women’s movements, governments, and  international agencies as an educator, evaluator, 
researcher,  organizer and human rights advocate. She currently serves as senior advisor to Just 
Associates (JASS), an international network of activists and scholars working on gender, movement-
building, governance, and social change strategies.  At JASS, she facilitates workshops, seminars 
and university courses on power, advocacy, participatory governance and rights-based development 
as well as on-line courses on advocacy.   In the  1980s she helped coordinate a prominent 
Washington-based human rights coalition  composed of over 50 national NGOs and labor groups 



working to change US foreign  and military policy and served as an advisor to a variety of members 
of Congress  on Latin America. She also has worked with the governments of Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
Honduras and local governments in China.  Over the years, she has been policy advocacy director at 
Oxfam America, and collaborated with a wide variety of organizations including UNICEF, AWID, the 
Highlander Center, UN Commission on Human Rights, and the Participation Group at the Institute 
for Development Studies at Sussex. Drawing on these experiences and her  doctorate in adult 
education, she has published numerous articles and books on  literacy, human rights, advocacy and 
power including The Nicaraguan Literacy  Crusade: Between Struggle and Hope (1985),  The 
Advocacy Sourcebook  (1996), A New Weave of Power, People and Politics: Action Guide for  
Advocacy and Citizen Participation (2002) with Lisa Veneklasen, and most  recently, Critical Webs of 
Power and Change (2005) on advocacy and impact  assessment with an ActionAid International 
team. 
Warren Krafchik International Budget Project krafchik@cbpp.org  
Warren Krafchik is the Director of the International Budget Project. The Project works to enhance 
the effective participation of civil society organizations in public budgeting in order to improve 
governance and reduce poverty in developing countries.  Krafchik has worked with the IBP over the 
past six years, assisting a wide range of civil society organizations in Africa, Latin America and Asia 
by providing training and technical support, designing research programs, encouraging peer learning 
and regranting financial asistance.  Krafchik joined the IBP in February 2001 after nine years at the 
Institute for Democracy in South Africa, where he founded the Budget Information Service in 1995 
and directed it until moving to the IBP. Since its inception, BIS has conducted cutting-edge work to 
produce analytical and accessible materials on national and sub-national budgets, with a particular 
emphasis on how these budgets affect disadvantaged groups.  Krafchik is an economist trained at 
the University of Cape Town and is the author of numerous publications on the role of the 
parliament and civil society in the budget process, the development of methodologies to track the 
impact of budgets on low-income and poor people, and international economic development. 
Guest Participants    
Sinead Walsh  Concern Sinead.walsh@concern.net  
Audax Rukonge  Concern Audax.rukonge@concern.net  
Wolfgang Dorner  CIVICUS Civil Society Index  wolfdorn@gmx.de  
CIVICUS Staff   
Carmen Malena  CIVICUS, Participatory Governance 

Program  
cmalena@ccapcable.com  

Mahi Khallaf CIVICUS, Participatory Governance 
Program 

mahi@civicus.org  

Roseline Zigomo  CIVICUS, Participatory Governance 
Programme 

Roseline.zigomo@civicus.org  

 


