
 

 

We are demanding Extraordinary Results from This Ordinary Session 

By GCAP Africa Secretariat 

Once again, members of the executive arms of government are going to convene for an “ordinary 
session” in Addis to discuss, infrastructure development in Africa. In simpler terms the men that we 
either put (or that forced their way) into office as our representatives, are going to be meeting in 
Addis Ababa to discuss how to improve our lives. GCAP Africa and its constituent national coalitions 
are hoping that the best interests of African people will indeed be top on the agenda of this 
“ordinary session!”  

“A majority of African people are still living on less than a dollar a day, malaria is still the 
number one killer of children, universal education is still far from a reality in most countries 
not to mention countries like Zimbabwe where diseases of the dark ages such as cholera 
have come back to haunt the people…the list is endless!” says Adelaide Sosseh GCAP co-Chair 
and member of the Africa Governance Council.  

Africans have no choice but to demand extra-ordinary results from an ordinary session/ meeting of 
individuals who within the African context have attained extra-ordinary powers. This meeting 
needs to focus on truly finding ways to make development of infrastructure work for the very 
common man and his family.  

GCAP Africa demands tied in with the Millennium Development Goals summarize perfectly the 
main concerns of African people: 

• Trade Justice  
• A major increase in the quantity and quality of aid and financing for development. 
• Public accountability, just governance and the fulfillment of human rights 
• Debt cancellation  
• Achieve and exceed the Millennium Development Goals  
• Gender equality & women’s rights  



• Climate change  
 

If a meeting of government executives would make any one of the above issues top priority on its 
agenda, the effect on the whole picture, would be a domino one. These issues are deeply 
intertwined hence addressing one of them has an impact on all of them. Moreover, all of these 
issues all make up part of the infrastructure development umbrella.  

“Part of the agenda is to discuss the current issue of Palestine. While GCAP Africa 
sympathizes greatly with the situation of the Middle Eastern nations, we must not forget that 
massacres and gross abuses of human rights are still going on in our very own Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. We need to prioritize! We cannot help others if we ourselves are in a 
big mess as we currently are!” says Christophe Zoungrana GCAP-Africa Coordinator. 

The financial and economic crises are going to feature on the agenda, let us hope they will not take 
precedence and end up being what we feared most, “scapegoats” to the failures of our governments. 
Let us hope that the meeting will hone in on issues and not just touch on the tip of the iceberg.  

For more information on this article or GCAP Africa, contact: 

1) Christophe ZOUNGRANA, Africa Coordinator, christophe@ancefa.org  

2) Mariana CHOKAA, Campaign and Communication Officer, gcap.africa@gmail.com 

Tel. +221 33 824 04 81  

Notes to Editors: 

The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a civil society alliance of social movements, 
international NGOs, trade unions, community groups, women’s organizations, faith and youth groups, 
local associations and campaigners working together across more than 100 national 
coalitions/platforms, including  25 coalitions in Africa. GCAP is calling for action from the world’s leaders 
to meet their promises to end poverty and inequality. In particular, GCAP demands solutions that 
address the issues of public accountability, just governance and the fulfillment of human rights; trade 
justice; more and better aid; debt cancellation; and gender equality and women’s rights. For more 
information, visit www.whiteband.org 

 



From October 17-19th 2008, GCAP Africa was part of the GCAP global movement called Stand up take 
Action which registered the participation of 117 million people worldwide calling for the Millennium 
Goals to be met and for poverty to be ended once and for all. 

See www.standagainstpoverty.org 

 

 

  

 


