
 

 

 

 

World Social Forum, Belem, Brazil 

GCAP calls for urgent action on poverty in 2009 and 
launches new report 

23nd Jan 2009: Four years after the launch of the Global Call to Action against 
Poverty (GCAP) at the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil (2005), the 
alliance will release a new report and guide on Poverty Hearings and Women’s 
Tribunals, as well as contribute towards the debate on the current food, fuel and 
finance crises.   

During 2008, GCAP’s called on governments, international organizations, and donors 
around the world to accelerate action to help the millions, women in particular, who 
are suffering from the rising cost of food, fuel and the fallout of the financial market 
collapse.  In 2009, the alliance is focusing on influencing the agendas of the 
upcoming G20 and G8 Summits as well as building accountability supported by more 
grassroots mobilisations. 

“There is deep frustration at the lack of commitment from governments to tackle 
poverty more seriously or urgently, The growing numbers taking part in mass 
mobilisations since 2005(116.9 million in October 2008) calling for aid delivery, debt 
cancellation and just trade, have been Southern-led. The people most affected are 
voicing their demands, holding their own leaders accountable but seeing little in 
return,” said Kumi Naidoo, GCAP co-chair. 

The World Social Forum will also be a space to look at progress on the Millennium 
Development Goals. GCAP wants leaders to step beyond protection of the biggest 
interests of the global market and work for a new, fairer social and economic 
architecture as well as conditions so that women and socially excluded groups can 
improve their situation in the long term. 

IN BELEM - GCAP will present two important sessions open to participation: 

Open Forum - 'From Crisis to Crisis: Food, Fuel, Finance and the Road Ahead 
towards achieving Millennium development goals and beyond' 

January 31, 12-15 pm, UFPA Profissional, ICJ Pavillion, Room: Auditório    

The session will focus on addressing the implications of aid and global cooperation on 
food security and the right to food and will explore the possibilities of a joint 
response/action from civil society networks, movements and alliances building 
collective voices towards April Summit on Financial crisis and 2010 MDG Review 
Summit at UN. 

Women's Tribunals/Poverty Hearing/Dignity Forum  



 

 

January 31, from 15.30 - 18.30 pm, UFPA Profissional, ICJ Pavillion, Room: 
Auditório 

An account of what the poverty hearings and the women's tribunals on poverty have 
meant for people around the world and the global launch of GCAP’s new report on 
the Poverty Hearings and Women’s Tribunals. First hand accounts and demands of 
the people affected by poverty in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the USA, 
followed by a discussion on how to make this format replicable in 2009 and beyond. 

Contacts in Belem:   

Helena Suarez, GCAP Secretariat/ Web and New Media Coordinator, 
Helena@civicus.org,  

Ana Agostino, GCAP Global Council and Feminist Taskforce, ana@icae.org.uy,  

Rosa Lizarde, GCAP Feminist Taskforce, rosaencasa@aol.com,  

Minar Pimple, Deputy Director Asia, UN Millennium Campaign, 
minar.pimple@undp.org 
 
Kinda Mohamadieh, ANND and GCAP Arab Region, 
kinda_mohamadieh@hotmail.com 

For further information or to book an interview wit h a GCAP spokesperson 
contact:  

Ciara O’Sullivan, cel + 34 679 598 809 ciara.osullivan@civicus.org  

See www.whiteband.org for more information on GCAP 

The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a civil society alliance of social 
movements, international NGOs, trade unions, community groups, women’s 
organizations, faith and youth groups, local associations and campaigners working 
together across more than 100 national coalitions/platforms. GCAP is calling for 
action from the world’s leaders to meet their promises to end poverty and inequality. 
In particular, GCAP demands solutions that address the issues of public 
accountability, just governance and the fulfilment of human rights; trade justice; more 
and better aid; debt cancellation; and gender equality and women’s rights. For more 
information, visit www.whiteband.org 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 


