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WELCOME NOTE

Dear colleagues and friends,

In today’s linked-up world where information races from one part of the globe to the other and where the process 
of globalisation affects all of us, a growing demand is emerging: “Quality information for All”. 

This is not only a demand from people who use and consume media. It is not only a demand from people who work 
in the media. Quality information is a necessity for all societies, whether rich or poor, whether in Europe or in Africa, 
in Asia or in North America, in Australia or in Latin America. 

Quality information for All” is essential to the quality of democracy; it is a crucial factor for the respect of the human rights. 

There is increasing recognition of independent media’s positive impact on sustainable development, especially when 
media are able to provide information to the public on social issues and highlight policy problems that demand the 
government’s attention. 

Media play a key role in creating and strengthening democracy and human development. Never has the need for inde-
pendent media support been so great. The work of media assistance organizations at the local, regional, and international 
level to strengthen media around the world is vital in addressing the challenges that threaten free media today.

Quality information for All is the overarching theme of the conference, which will discuss a range of key issue and aims 
to adopt clear and practical strategies for the media development community. 

The conference will allow media NGOs from around the world to show-case their work. It will offer also the oppor-
tunity to meet with a wide range of organisations that fund media development work. 

High-level media experts, journalists, editors, intellectuals, politicians will participate at the Athens World conference 
of Global Forum for Media Development on 7th to 10th December 2008. 

Under the Auspices of H.E. the President of the Hellenic Repuplic Dr. Karolos Papoulias, more than 500 media ex-
perts from over 100 countries will be invited to attend the Athens Conference. 

The Conference is part of the one year-long United Nations celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights that was launched on the 10th of December 2007, and will close on the final day of the 
Athens conference, on December the 10th 2008. 

The Global Forum for Media Development is a network of some 500 media assistance organisations from 100 coun-
tries worldwide, set up to highlight the importance of free, independent and viable media to human and economic 
development. It is the mission of the GFMD to make media development an integral part of overall development 
strategies, just like education or health. Too often, media assistance is relegated to communicating development goals 
and the GFMD aims to make media assistance a sector in its own right. The GFMD’s basic values are free expression, 
media freedom and independent journalism as defined by internationally accepted documents such as the UNESCO 
Windhoek Declaration. The GFMD believes that free, independent, viable and inclusive media are prerequisites for 
creating and strengthening democratic society and human development. 

Cordially,  
Bettina Peters

President of the Global Forum  
for Media Development, Athens World Conference
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

ORGANIZED BY THE GLOBAL FORUM 
FOR MEDIA DEVELOPMENT 

Global Forum for Media Development IPC, Residence Palace, Bloc C, 02/215 155 rue de la loi, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
Tel. : +32 2 235 23 34, Fax : +32 2 235 22 21

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

* Bettina Peters, GFMD Director
* Nikos Megrelis, Managing Coordinator Athens World Conference
* David Hoffman, GFMD Chair (Internews International)
* Aidan White, GFMD Vice Chair (International Federation of Journalists) Steering Committee
* Jaime Abello Banfi, General Director Fundacion para el Nuevo Periodismo Iberoamericano (FNPI), Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez’s foundation, Colombia 
* Manana Aslamazian, President Educated MediaFoundation (formerly Internews Russia), Russia 
* Anthony Borden, Executive Director Institute for War & Peace Reporting (IWPR), US/UK 
* Alan Davis, Director of Strategy and Assessment Institute for War & Peace Reporting, (IWPR) US/UK 
* Kavi Chongkittavorn, Chairperson South East Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA), Thailand 
* Roby Alampay, Executive Director South East Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA), Thailand 
* David Hoffman, President, Internews Network, USA - Internews International, USA/Europe 
* Stephen King, Director BBC World Service Trust, UK 
* John Liu, Director Environmental Education Media Project, China 
* Jeanette Minnie, Media Development Consultant Zambezi FoX; Former Regional Director of the Media Institute of 
Southern Africa (MISA), South Africa 
* Joyce Barnathan, President International Center for Journalists (ICFJ), USA 
* Patrick Butler, Vice President - Programs International Center for Journalists (ICFJ), USA 
* Edetaen Ojo, Director Media Rights Agenda, Nigeria and Vice Chairperson, Media Foundation for West Africa
* Kajsa Tornroth, Co-Director, Press Freedom and Development Programmes, World Association of Newspapers 
(WAN), France 
* Virginie Jouan, Co-Director, Press Freedom and Development ProgrammesWorld Association of Newspapers 
(WAN), France 
* Sasa Vucinic, Managing Director, Media Development Loan Fund (MDLF), Singapore
* Aidan White, General Secretary, International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), Belgium 
* Mark Whitehouse, Director, International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), USA 
* Mark Wilson, Executive Director, The Panos Institute London, UK 
* Bettina Peters, Director, Global Forum for Media Development (GFMD), Belgium 
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CONFERENCE ORGANISATION

1A Pierias St., 144 51 Athens - Greece
Tel.: +30 210 6889 130 Fax: +30 210 6844 777
http://www.acnc.gr <http://www.acnc.gr/>  
Conference E-mail: gfmd-athworldconf@acnc.gr 
Conference website: www.gfmd-athensconference.com <http://www.gfmd-athensconference.com/>  

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONFERENCE VENUE
The Global Forum for Media Development, Athens World Conference will take place at the Divani Caravel Hotel 
from December 7 to December 10, 2008. 

The Divani Caravel Hotel
2 Vas. Alexandrou Avenue, 161 21 Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 7207000, Fax. +30 210 7236683. e-mail: info@divanicaravel.gr   

How to reach the GFMD Venue 
The venue is situated right in the heart of Athens and is easily accessible by metro, bus and trolley bus. Commuting to 
and from the city centre and the Athens International Airport or other locations is quite easy: 
* 30 min. from the Athens International Airport (www.aia.gr) 
* 3-5 min. from the city centre. 
By Metro: There is direct access from the airport and the city centre to the venue from the metro station “Evangelismos” 
on metro line 3 (blue line). Please visit the Athens Metro website for detailed information at www.ametro.gr 
By Bus: The following buses, express buses and trolley buses pass and stop near The International Conference Centre 
of the Athens Concert Hall 
* Buses: 450, 550, 601, 603
* Express Buses: X95 (direct airport line), A5, E6, E7, X14
* Cable “Trolley” Buses: 3, 7, 8, 13 
For more information about the public transportation network in Athens please visit: www.oasa.gr 
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AUDIOVISUAL EQUIPMENT 
A Speaker Ready Room will operate throughout the duration of the Congress. Speakers are kindly requested to hand 
in all material of their presentation (slides, floppy discs, USB-key, CD-ROM) at least two (2) hours before their sched-
uled presentation time. If your presentation is scheduled early in the morning, you are kindly requested to check your 
presentation at the Speaker Ready Room the day before. Please note slides should be 5cm x 5cm each. All versions 
of MS PowerPoint are accepted excluding Mac. If you are using embedded video clips in your presentation, please 
remember to submit video files separately. The following equipment will be available:

* PC
* Double Slides Projector
* Overhead Projector
* Data Video Projector (PowerPoint presentations)

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
English is the official language of the Conference. 

BADGES 
Delegates’ badges will be available at the Conference Secretariat in the Conference Venue from ààtoàà., 2008. It is 
compulsory for all participants to wear their badges at all times both in the Conference and the Exhibition Areas. 
Children are not allowed during the Global Forum for Media Development, Athens World Conference in the Confer-
ence and the Exhibition Areas.

CORRESPONDENCE 
All enquiries and correspondence in relation to the Conference should be directed to: 

GFDM Professional Congress Organizer: 

1A Pierias St., 144 51 Athens - Greece
Tel.: +30 210 6889 130 Fax: +30 210 6844 777
http://www.acnc.gr <http://www.acnc.gr/>  
Conference E-mail: gfmd-athworldconf@acnc.gr 
Conference website: www.gfmd-athensconference.com <http://www.gfmd-athensconference.com/>  
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HOSPITALITY INFORMATION DESK
A Hospitality Information Desk will operate at the Conference Venue.

LIABILITY AND INSURANCE
The Organizing Committees as well as the Conference Organizer will assume no liability for injuries or losses of any 
nature incurred by participants and/or accompanying persons, or for the damage to, loss or theft of their personal 
belongings. Participants are advised to take out their own personal insurance.

MOBILE PHONES
Delegates are asked to switch off their mobile phones while in session halls.

SMOKING POLICY
Smoking is not allowed in the areas of the Conference Venue.

CONFIRMED / INVITED SPEAKERS 

David Hoffman, Chairman of Internews Network and Chairman of Global Forum for Media Development
Chris Kramer, CNN International Richard Sambrook, Head of News, BBC
Jo Weir, Reuters Foundation
M.J Ahkbar, Covert publishing, India
Dali Mpofu, CEO of SABC
Steve Buckley, AMARC
James Deane, BBC World Service Trust
Ethan Zuckerman, founder of Tripodcom and Geekcorps, fellow at Berkman Center for Internet and Society
Jim Dempsey, Center for Democracy and Technology
Dora Bakoyannis, Greek Foreign Minister
Alan Johnson, BBC
Tom Curley, Chief Executive Officer, Associated Press
Rodney Pinder, Director, International News Safety Institute
Mark Wilson, Director, Panos
Daniel Kaufmann, Director Global Programs and Governance, World Bank
Mark Nelson, Program Manager, The World Bank Institute, Paris
Peter Eigert, Director of Transparency International
William Orme, Head of Media Section, UNDP
Aidan White, General Secretary, International Federation of Journalists
Bodo Hombach, CEO, Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung
Ignacio Ramonet, Senior editor, Le Monde Diplomatique
Roby Alampay, executive director, South East Asia Press Alliance
Jaime Baillo Banfi, executive director, FNPI, Latin America
Ambeyi Ligabo, UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression 
Mogens Schmidt, Deputy Assistant Director General, UNESCO
Miklos Haraszti, OSCE representative on freedom of the media
Mark Harvey, Internews Europe
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Andrew Mwenda, editor Independent, Uganda û role of AID 
Monroe Price, Professor of Media Studies, Annenberg Centre for Communications, University of Pennsylvania
Mark Whitehouse, Executive Director, IREX, United States
Bettina Peters, Director, GFMD

(Not Confirmed yet)

Mary Robinson, The Elders, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, former President of Ireland
Waddah Khanfar, Head of Al Jazeera
Mohammed Alayyan, CEO ATV, Al Ghad newspaper
Amadou Mahtar Ba, allafrica.ccom
Doug Carlston, founder of icPlanet and AppliedMinds
John West, Internews International, mobile phone project India
Jonathan Fanton, President, MacArthur Foundation
Jonathan Zittran, author, The future of the internet and how to stop it
Maria Leisner, Swedish Minister for Democracy
Alpha Oumar Konare, former Chairperson of the African Union
Sameer, Witness
Paul Collier, Professor of Economics, Oxford University Economics Department, Author of The Bottom Billion Fritz 
Pleitgen, President, European Broadcasting Union
George N. Anastassopoulos, President of the General Conference, UNESCO
Saleem Ul-Haq, International institute for environment and development, IIED, London û Stern report (scientific 
evidence etc)

REGISTRATION - PARTICIPATION

Participation in the Global Forum for Media Development is by invitation. Please wait to receive an invitation to this 
exclusive event, before registering.

Full Financial Support by GFMD

PARTICIPATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
OCTOBER 23rd 2008 

Participants with full GFMD Financial support will receive a link and a password in order to proceed with on line 
reservations.

GFMD support includes flight arrangement, hotel accommodation, meals and airport pick up. 

Please use the given link in order to book accommodation and your flights. 

A letter confirming your participation will be sent to you by e-mail within five (5) working days after having received 
your requests. Should you not receive this letter in due time, please contact the Professional Congress Organiser. 
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1A Pierias St., 144 51 Athens - Greece
Tel.: +30 210 6889 130 Fax: +30 210 6844 777
http://www.acnc.gr <http://www.acnc.gr/>  
Conference E-mail: gfmdaccom@acnc.gr 
Conference website: www.gfmd-athensconference.com <http://www.gfmd-athensconference.com/> 

CANCELLATION & SUBSTITUTION POLICY

In case of cancellation you are kindly requested to notify the Professional Congress Organiser in writing until October 
20th 2008. 

*You are kindly requested to express your interest in participating by sending an email to the following email address:  gfm-
daccom@acnc.gr.  The Organizing Committee will review your request and reply within five (5) working days.

Participation includes: 

Delegates Accompanying
Persons

Attendance to all sessions ▪

Conference Material ▪

Coffee Breaks ▪ ▪

Lunches ▪ ▪

Participation in the 
Opening Ceremony 
& Welcome Reception 
(Day 1)

▪ ▪

Dinner on Day 2 ▪ ▪

Traditional Dinner 
on Day 3

▪ ▪

Farewell Dinner on Day 4 ▪ ▪

Half day visit to Acropolis 
Museum ( transportation, 
guides, entrance fees )

▪ ▪
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ACCOMMODATION 

Divani Caravel
The completely renovated Divani Caravel Hotel is ideally situated in the heart of the city. The hotel is located just 
minutes away from the business centre, the fashionable Kolonaki area with its exclusive shopping, trendy cafes and 
restaurants as well as important museums such as the Museum of Cycladic Art and the National Gallery.

Booking Policy for Hotels in Greece 
Standard Check-in Time: 14:00 hrs Standard Check-out Time: 12:00 hrs

In case you would like to check-in earlier and/or check-out later than the standard hours, please take into account that 
you may do so upon request and depending on room availability. Please bear in mind that you will be charged extra 
based on the actual time of check-out. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GFMD Athens World Conference is the prominent international conference on media development and only a lim-
ited number of select, sponsoring companies will be associated with it. 

Sponsors will benefit from maximum visibility, exposure to invaluable insights regarding new markets and unique 
networking opportunities with senior executives from media, media development organizations and government 
representatives from around the world. 

If you are interested in learning more about the available sponsoring opportunities, please contact us: 

Bettina Peters

Director, Global Forum for Media Development

director@mediagfmd.org 

Christina Lassos

Managing Director, AC&C International Congress Organisers (London) Ltd

christina.lassos@CandC-london.com 

Sponsorships Department

AC&C, Professional Congress Organiser

gfmdsponsor@acnc.gr 
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CONFERENCE TOPICS

* Advocacy strategies: How can the media development community make the case for placing media freedom at the 
heart of the development agenda? What are the most effective approaches to highlight the impact of independent 
media on democracy and development goals? 
* Enabling media environments: What types of legal structures are necessary to ensure media can play a role in 
democratic development? In reference to closed media systems, what types of media development programs can 
help open up restrictive media systems? Building on existing indices and qualitative studies, participants will develop 
common strategies. 
* Building respect for media freedom through dialogue with civil society: How can media be inclusive and accessible 
to marginalized groups? How do media and civil society interact? What is necessary to help civil society understand 
and support media freedom? 
* New technologies, opportunities, and markets: Participants will analyze initiatives that use new technologies to pro-
vide better information services to the poor. Discussions will also examine business models that use new technologies, 
especially in poor countries. How can investors be involved? What are the strategies for building new media? 
* Media and governance - Measuring success: This session will focus on developing indicators for measuring the 
impact of media development programs on democratic governance over time in a given country. Discussion will also 
explore possible ways to collaborate on governance issues with other transnational networks, such as the Global Net-
work for Local Governance, and international institutions such as the World Bank and Transparency International. 
* Monitoring and evaluation: Building on existing studies and indices, this session will examine the types of instruments 
and resources necessary to effectively measure media development programming, such as the creation of a toolbox 
of indicators that can be used by local media development organizations. 

During the conference, the GFMD will organize a donors’ meeting involving all relevant institutions active in the field 
to present and discuss the conclusions of the forum in the six thematic areas. The meeting will also highlight other 
international networks such as the international journalism school network. 

In addition to the topical and regional sessions, GFMD will also convene a members’ session to agree on GFMD 
statutes, confirm regional representatives to the Steering Committee who were nominated at each regional forum 
conducted earlier, and select international representatives. The proposed Steering Committee would consist of four 
international members and two members each from Africa, Asia, Eurasia, Latin America/ Caribbean, and Middle East/
North Africa. The statutes will establish the working rules and governance structure. Statutes will emphasize GFMD’s 
network structure 
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IMPORTANT DATES

Participation Submission Deadline: 17 November 2008

Conference Opening Day: 7 December 2008

Conference Closing Day: 10 December 2008



14

ABOUT GREECE

Geography
Greece, officially known as The Hellenic Republic, is the southernmost country on the European mainland. With an 
area of 131.940 square kilometres, Greece is about the same size as England or New York state. Greece’s longest 
border is with the sea. Over 3,000 Greek islands are scattered about the eastern Mediterranean, roughly 200 of 
them inhabited. The Greek mainland shares land borders with Albania, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM), Bulgaria and Turkey. 

Population: 10.964.020 (2001 - census) 
Greece’s capital city, Athens, (Population: 3,072,922) is also its largest, and is served by Pir?as, which is the country’s 
main port. Although more than half the population is classified as urban, rural life retains a powerful influence. A strong 
sense of community and family ties prevail even in the busiest of metropolitan centres. 
Sex distribution: Male 49,49% , female: 50,51% (2001). 

Religion
Most Greeks belong to the Greek Orthodox Church, which is governed by a synod of metropolitan bishops, presided 
over by the Archbishop of Athens. The largest religious minority is the concentration of Greek Muslims in north-
eastern Thrace. Some islands in the Ionian and Aegean have a significant number of Catholics. Greece’s once vibrant 
Jewish community was nearly vanished in World War II. 

Government
The Hellenic Republic is a parliamentary democracy with a 300 member house, the Vouli or Parliament, headed by 
the Prime Minister. Parliamentary sessions normally last for four years, followed by elections held on the basis of direct, 
secret, and universal ballot. The head of the Greek State is the President, who is elected by Parliament. The President, 
who has limited political powers, may hold office for a maximum of two five-year terms . Greece has been a member 
of the European Union since 1981. The elements that most clearly define the Greece of today are: Political stability 
under a moderate social democratic government Sound economic progress as an increasingly significant partner in the 
European Union An international role, with particular influence in southeast Europe. 
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ABOUT ATHENS

Global Forum for Media Development, Athens World Conference 2008, will take place in the city of Athens, the 
capital of Greece and cradle of western civilization. 

Athens has a lot to offer to its visitors. There are many things to see not only at the historical center but also a few 
kilometers away. You can start from the commercial heart of the city, Omonoia Square, which combines modern and 
neoclassical architecture and walk up Panepistimiou (University) street passing by the National Library, the University of 
Athens, the National Academy, the Catholic Cathedral and many other impressive buildings of the Modern Greek era. 

By then, you should have reached Syntagma (Constitution) Square, one of the busiest places of Athens, where the 
Parliament is located. You will know you are in the right place when you see the Evzones -the presidential guard- in 
front of the monument of the Unknown Soldier. 

On your right is Amalias Avenue where you will find the gate of the National Garden. Walk among typical and rare 
plants and trees until the Zappeion (Conference and Exhibition Hall), appears before you. A few meters away stands 
the Panathinaikon Stadium, the cradle of the Olympic Games (1896). 

On your way to the Acropolis, stop to visit the Corinthian pillars, remains of Zeus’ temple and the Arch of the Em-
peror Hadrian, where the pedestrian street, Dionisiou Aeropagitou, begins to lead you to the Odeon of Herodus 
Atticus at the foot of the Acropolis Sacred Rock. Walking up the hill, you will enter the site through Propylea and visit 
the Parthenon, the most important and characteristic monument of the ancient Greek civilization which still remains 
its international symbol, the Temple of Athena Nike, the Erectheion and the Museum of the Acropolis. 

With these pictures in mind, walk downhill to Plaka, the oldest neighbourhood of Athens, and taste the typical Greek 
cuisine in one of the traditional tavernas or have a frappe (iced coffee) in one of the numerous cafes. 

Other highlights you should not miss: Archaelogical Museum, Museum of Cycladic Art, Benaki Museum, National Gal-
lery, Byzantine Museum, Frissiras Museum of Contemporary Greek and European Painting, Lycabetus Hill, Monastiraki, 
Thiseion, the Olympic Athletic Center of Athens (OAKA), Faliro-Glyfada coastline by tramway. For an Athenian night 
out, choose between Psiri (city center) bars and taverns, and seaside open-air bars and beach clubs.





CONFERENCE ORGANIZER

Professional Congress Organiser (PCO)
1A Pierias Str., 144 51 Athens, Greece
Tel.: +30 210 6889 130, Fax.: +30 210 6844 777
Conference e-mail: gfmd-athworldconf@acnc.gr 
Conference website: www.gfmd-athensconference.com
http://www.acnc.gr 


