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A two-year civil society capacity building programme for countries of the SADC region, the new ‘Calabash’ programme is primarily aimed at increasing the effectiveness and ability of civil society to participate in environmental decision-making and governance. Outputs developed so far and which are publicly available include: a situation assessment which analyses and describes the status of public participation and environmental assessment for all countries of the SADC region; an electronic library of public participation and civil society engagement tools from around the world; case studies from the SADC region; a handbook  of public participation in environmental assessment in Southern Africa which includes a Public Participation (PP) Best Practice Model, a PP Review Temp late which can be used during the review or planning of a PP programme and a series of template letters which civil society can use to ensure that their voices are heard and respected in a respective public participation process. Access the information and resources at www.saiea.com/calabash/index.html
