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Within the Central Asian context, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan have
remained largely closed to independent scrutiny. To varying degrees, civil society in
these countries, including NGOs, human rights defenders and media, continue to be
subjected to a wide scope of state repression and unwarranted legislative restrictions.
With limited opportunities for public dissent at the national level, it is imperative that the
international community, including the Human Rights Council, takes effective measures
to address undue limitations on the core civil society freedoms and persistent violations
of human rights.

The side event will provide an important occasion to examine the disparate transnational
experiences of civil society actors in creating a more enabling environment for civil
society in Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan and identify specific action the
international community can take to support the promotion and protection of human
rights in these countries. The event will further provide an opportunity to discuss
effective implementation of recommendations put forward by the UN Special
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association
following his official visit to Kazakhstan in January 2015.
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