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It also bans children under 15 and non-citizens from participating, thus
excluding migrant workers from joining assemblies. Stringent procedural restrictions
are also placed on assemblies taking place and vast powers given to the police to
handle them.
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However despite the Peaceful Assembly Act, the largest public demonstration in
Malaysia’s history took place on 28 April 2012. Known as Bersih 3.0 and organized by
the Coalition for Free and Fair Elections, an estimated 250,000 people took to the
streets in Kuala Lumpur to demand electoral reform. Over 500 people were arrested.
The police and Federal Reserve Unit fired gas and chemical-laced water cannons in
addition to tear canisters causing a number of injuries.
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(D) Concerns involving harassment, threats and attacks against journalists
4.1

Journalists have also been the recipients of heavy handed treatment by the state and
newspapers connected with it. On 21 April 2012, government controlled newspaper
Utusan Malaysia dismissed senior journalist and President of the National Union of
Journalists Malaysia, Ha'ta Wahari. The dismissal was on allegations that he had
tarnished newspaper's image after he publicly expressed concerns about the
newspaper's biased news coverage.

4.2
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Malaysia’s journalists have come under repeated attack for their
the Bersih rallies. Foreign journalists at the rallies have also been
the security forces. Coverage was scant in leading Malaysian
and virtually non-existent in newspapers that supported the ruling

4.3

At the Bersih 3.0 rally, Merdeka Review reporter Chen Shaua Fui was attacked by
police when she tried to take photos of demonstrators being beaten by police. There
were also reported attacks by police on other members of the media, confiscation
and/or destruction of their photographs and video recordings. This was compounded
by government disinformation and attempts to minimize the size of the protest in
the government-supporting press.

4.4

After the Bersih 2.0 rally in July 2011, the Minister of Home Affairs stated that the
police had acted with professionalism at all times. Reports to the contrary include
photographer Wong Onn Kin with Chinese newspaper Guang Ming Daily, being
punched him in the head, detained temporarily and having his camera confiscated.
There were also reports that police attacked Radzi Razak, a reporter with local
English-language daily The Sun, and broke his rib.

5.

(E) Recommendations to the Government of Malaysia

Immediate ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
protects the freedom of assembly of the child under Article 15.
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