
	
	

Leave	No	One	Behind:	National	Dialogue	in	Brazil	

Report	of	Findings	
	

Please	include	the	following:	survey	results,	data	charts,	input	from	each	of	the	marginalized	groups,	

overall	analysis,	geographic	analysis,	and	key	policy	asks	or	suggestions	for	decision	makers	as	well	as	

for	other	stakeholders	to	implement.			

	

Guiding	questions	

1) Who	are	the	groups	and	communities	in	your	country	that	are	being	left	behind?		

According	 to	 the	 results	 obtained	 in	 the	 national	 dialogue	 and	 through	 the	 research	 previously	

conducted,	the	groups	being	 left	behind	(or	 in	danger	of	being	so)	are:	people	with	psychological	

diseases	 and	 disabilities,	 people	 with	 non-transmittable	 diseases,	 people	 with	 transmittable	

diseases,	refugees,	immigrants	and	migrants,	riparian	communities,	LGBTQ	community,	indigenous	

people,	and	ethnical	minorities.		



	

2) Where	are	people	being	most	left	behind?	Is	there	a	particular	region/locality?		

30%	 of	 the	 organizations	 that	 took	 part	 in	 the	 national	 dialogue	 and	were	 contemplated	 in	 the	

research	describe	the	impact	of	their	actions	happening	at	local	or	regional	level,	while	9%	describe	

it	happening	at	a	state	level.	Most	of	them	are	located	in	the	Southeast	region,	with	a	few	at	the	

Northeast	 region.	 North,	 Center-West	 and	 South	 regions	 are	 very	 poorly	 represented,	 which	

demonstrates	the	difficulties	in	promoting	sustainable	development	in	those	spots.	

	

3) Why	are	they	being	left	behind?		

The	 Northern	 and	 Center-West	 regions	 are	 commonly	 associated	 with	 forest-occupied	 territory,	

deforestation,	and	agribusiness.	This	 implies	that	 large	 land	owners	detain	control	of	most	of	the	

resources	and	directing	them	towards	maximizing	profit	with	large-scale	agriculture	and	livestock.	
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The	absence	of	government	action	in	these	regions	is	the	main	cause	for	social	conflicts	between	

these	 land	 owners	 and	 indigenous	 tribes	 whose	 rights	 were	 violated	 and	 activists	 for	 agrarian	

reform.	 In	 the	 Amazon	 River	 basin,	 the	 riparian	 populations	 also	 suffer	with	 the	 construction	 of	

large	 dams	 for	 hydroelectric	 power	 plants.	 Despite	 being	 considered	 a	 clean	 energy	 source,	 the	

construction	of	such	dams	has	been	known	to	unbalance	the	environment	in	the	region	by	flooding	

large	areas,	eliminating	much	of	its	unique	biodiversity	and	leaving	many	of	the	people	who	depend	

on	the	rivers	homeless	and	without	any	governmental	support.	Last	but	not	least,	uncontrolled	and	

illegal	mining	activities	have	also	been	known	 to	affect	most	of	 the	environment	and	 the	people	

who	work	in	such	mines,	causing	many	diseases,	infecting	riparian	waters	and	fish,	and	altering	the	

environmental	balance.			

4) What	are	the	data	and	evidence	gaps?		

The	Brazilian	region	with	fewer	answers	is	the	South.	Although	this	part	of	the	country	is	often	seen	

as	the	most	developed	–	due	to	its	public	policies	being	often	directed	at	the	promotion	of	welfare	

state	–,	inclusive	policies	regarding	minorities	are	still	needed,	as	well	as	investments	in	sustainable	

energy.	

5) What	are	some	stories	or	testimonies	and	priorities	from	those	furthest	behind?	

The	following	are	stories	and	testimonies	received	throughout	the	research:	

“The	 LNB	 pledge	 can	 stimulate	 the	 creation	 of	 a	 single	 agenda	 for	 the	 socioenvironmental	

movement	in	Brazil	to	follow.	The	2030	Agenda	and	the	SDGs	can	bring	back	processes	from	the	21	

Agenda,	MDGs	Collectives,	DLIS	Forums	and	many	other	relevant	initiatives.”	

“Social	engagement	is	vital	to	achieve	the	changes	regarding	the	social	exclusion	context.	A	project	

in	which	only	those	who	propose	execute	is	not	likely	to	thrive	and	produce	results;	everyone	must	

work	together	and	in	many	segments	like	the	SDGs	propose,	so	as	to	close	the	circle	on	civil	rights	

promotion	and	allowing	civil	society	the	necessary	knowledge	to	ensure	that	their	propositions	are	

executed.”	

“It	is	the	missing	opportunity	in	Brazil	to	acquire	a	world/country	view	about	development.	Beyond	

that,	 it	 is	 the	possibility	 to	grow	a	corporate	social	 responsibility	culture	that,	when	compared	to	

this	 evolution	 in	 other	 countries,	 is	 very	 fragile	 and	 tends	 to	 represent	 the	 interests	 of	 just	

particular	groups.	It	can	light	the	spark	on	a	real	wish	to	build	actual	change.”	



“It	is	an	important	agenda	for	Brazil,	given	its	exemplary	role	in	MDG	implementation,	and	with	this	

experience	we	 can	 and	must	 have	 a	 big	 role	with	 the	 SDGs	 as	well.	 Having	 been	 created	 at	 the	

Rio+20	 Conference	 in	 Rio	 de	 Janeiro,	 it	 is	 of	 great	 international	 importance	 for	 the	 country	 to	

achieve	protagonist	status	in	this	debate.	Additionally,	given	the	current	context	of	radical	climate	

change,	Brazil	and	the	SDGs	are	of	mutual	importance	to	each	other,	especially	considering	the	vital	

role	played	by	the	Amazon	in	this	scenario.	Domestically,	the	SDGs	are	also	important	because	they	

combine	all	three	forms	of	development:	social,	economic	and	environmental.	It	is	an	agenda	that	

amplifies	public	policy	–	with	goals,	targets	and	monitoring	–,	thus	allowing	public	resources	to	be	

maximized	and	reach	their	full	potential	and	objectives.		

“It	 is	 important	to	SDG	implementation	in	Brazil	to	be	as	clear	and	representative	of	a	process	as	

possible,	 consulting	 socioenvironmental	movements	and	diverse	 social	 groups.	Only	 then	can	we	

establish	a	process	that	can	make	the	difference	for	a	better	world,	leaving	no	one	behind.”	

6) What	are	the	main	obstacles	that	marginalized	groups	are	facing	in	accessing	services,	resources	

and	opportunities?		

In	 the	 great	 urban	 centers,	 he	 almost	 non-existence	 of	 policies	 contemplating	 them	 and	 their	

special	 needs,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 lack	 of	 government	 support.	 In	 more	 distant	 regions,	 these	

aforementioned	obstacles	are	aggravated	by	the	great	distances,	especially	in	the	Northern	region,	

where	some	of	the	most	distant	cities	and	communities	are	only	accessible	by	day-long	boat	rides.	

7) What	can	be	done	to	remove	these	obstacles?	What	lessons	exist	on	what	works	to	leave	no	one	

behind	in	your	national	context?	(e.g.	practical,	cost	effective,	innovative).		

The	most	important	lessons	in	Brazil	regarding	the	removal	of	such	obstacles	are	social	businesses,	

third	 sector	 action,	 and,	 although	 still	 in	 need	 of	 improvement	 and	 further	 development,	 a	 few	

actions	 by	 the	 private	 sector.	 Social	 businesses	 allow	 entrepreneurs	 to	 promote	 social	 impact	 in	

their	own	activities	through	supporting	peripheral	communities	 in	need	of	basic	assistance.	Social	

organizations	have	been	playing	a	large	role	in	conducting	activities	with	low-income	populations,	

rising	to	protagonist	in	a	field	of	work	in	which	the	government	has	no	effectivity,	such	as	the	base	

of	the	social	pyramid.	Private	sector	still	has	a	big	responsibility,	as	well	as	great	synergy	to	be	part	

of	 the	 solution,	 and	 have	 been	 demonstrating	 growing	 interest	 in	 promoting	 the	 sustainable	

development	agenda,	especially	regarding	national	guidelines	of	compliance.	



8) Which	SDG	goals,	targets	and	indicators	need	particular	focus	in	your	country	and	why	in	order	to	

ensure	no	one	is	left	behind?		

The	least	mentioned	SDGs	are	numbers	14	(6%	of	answers),	9	(12%),	15	(14%),	2	and	7	(both	20%).	

Regarding	 SDG	 14	 (Life	 Below	 Water),	 the	 challenges	 are	 the	 lack	 of	 public	 policy	 towards	

preservation	of	oceans	and	bodies	of	water,	as	well	as	the	lack	of	funding	to	do	so;	a	way	out	for	

this	 situation	would	be	 to	strengthen	ties	with	 indigenous	populations,	who	promote	sustainable	

use	 and	 conservation	 of	 water	 resources	 and	 biodiversity.	 SDG	 9	 (Industry,	 Innovation	 and	

Infrastructure)	suffers	with	the	lack	of	proper	incentives	for	innovative	and	sustainable	endeavors	

and	 initiatives,	 as	 well	 as	 inefficiency	 in	 the	 integration	 between	 the	 innovation	 and	 industry	

sectors;	providing	such	 funds	and	 facilitation	of	dialogue	among	productive	sectors	are	essential.	

SDG	15	 (Life	 on	 Land)	 suffers	 from	 the	 same	problems	 as	 SDG	14,	with	 the	 lack	 of	 public	 policy	

being	one	of	its	most	difficult	problems	to	deal	with;	among	potential	solutions,	to	strengthen	ties	

with	 indigenous	populations	and	 investing	 in	SDG-oriented	policies	 towards	 the	establishment	of	

green	economy	are	top	of	mind.	SDG	2	(Zero	Hunger)	is	one	in	which	the	country	scores	very	poorly	

mostly	 due	 to	 the	 lack	 of	 interest	 of	 public	 authority,	 not	 fulfilling	 goals	 and	 objectives	

compromised	 in	 international	 treaties	and	agreements;	establishing	a	 lasting	dialog	between	civil	

society	 and	 government	 institutions	 towards	 securing	 basic	 rights	 to	minorities	 in	 the	 country	 is	

commonly	referenced	as	important	to	end	this	situation.	And	last,	although	Brazil’s	energy	matrix	is	

viewed	as	clean	because	of	the	use	of	hydroelectric	plants,	SDG	7	(Affordable	and	Clean	Energy)	is	

still	one	in	which	the	country	is	furthest	behind,	given	the	institutional	barriers	for	innovation	and	

clean	energy,	and	 funding	 for	 fossil	 fuel	use	and	 research;	 investing	 in	clean	energy	and	creating	

policies	to	stimulate	research	and	production	are	vital	for	this	SDG	to	thrive.	

	



9) What	 steps,	 as	 a	 coalition,	 are	 you	 planning	 on	 taking	 in	 the	 next	 few	 years	 to	 ensure	 a)	 the	

inclusion	 of	 marginalized	 groups	 in	 policy	 decisions	 and	 implementation	 and	 b)	 feedback	 on	

national	progress	towards	the	delivery	of	the	SDGs	and	the	LNB	pledge?		

In	 order	 to	 ensure	 the	 inclusion	 of	 the	 marginalized	 groups	 mentioned	 in	 policy	 decisions	 and	

implementation,	we	are	currently	working	avidly	with	the	advocacy	 for	 the	SDG	agenda,	so	as	 to	

promote	 them	 their	 strategic	 value	 for	 governmental	 action	 in	 Brazil.	 We	 have	 been	 watching	

progress	closely,	such	as	the	Mixed	Parliamentary	Commission	at	the	Congress.	

Regarding	the	feedback	on	national	progress	towards	the	delivery	of	the	SDGs	and	the	LNB	pledge,	

it	is	vital	to	ensure	the	continuity	of	action	by	civil	society	actors	through	team	work.	That	way	we	

can	keep	track	of	the	demands	that	arise	and	create	solutions	for	all	the	challenges	we	face.	

	


